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Sheriff of Arizona’s Maricopa County, Joe Arpaio is no stranger to death threats. In the past several 

months alone he has received at least three threats against his life from suspects in Arizona and 

California. Most recently, however, a 16-year-old Canadian boy sent the Sheriff an email stating that he 

is planning to kill Arpaio and his entire family, including his grandchildren. 

Though this is not the first time Arpaio has been threatened by a Canadian—he received a similar email 

from 37-year-old Canadian Matthew Carl Sanderson in the past—it may be the first time he has ever 

been bullied by a juvenile. 

After a two month long investigation by Canadian police, the Alberta teen confessed to sending the 

threatening email. While it is unclear exactly why the boy despises Arpaio, he probably disagrees with 

his stance on illegal immigration, like most other Sheriff Joe haters before him. 

Threatening or Intimidating in Arizona 

Had the teen sent his email from a computer in AZ, it is likely he would be facing charges for threatening 

or intimidating, which is defined in A.R.S. 13-1202: 

A person commits threatening or intimidating in Arizona if they threaten or intimidate by word or 

conduct to do any of the following: 

1. Cause physical injury to another person or serious damage to the  property of another 

2. Cause serious public inconvenience including, but not limited to, the evacuation of a place of 

assembly, building, or transportation facility 

3. Cause physical injury to another or damage to the property of another in order to further, assist 

in the interests of, promote, or solicit another person to participate in a criminal street gang or 

racketeering enterprise. 

Charges for Threatening or Intimidating in AZ 

Threatening or intimidating pursuant to paragraphs 1 and 2 of the above statute is typically charged as a 

class 1 misdemeanor in Arizona, except if the offense is committed in retaliation for the victim’s 

reporting criminal activity, or the defendant is a criminal street gang member, in which case it is charged 

as a class 6 felony. 

Threatening or intimidating pursuant to paragraph 3 of the above statute is typically charged as a class 3 

felony in AZ. 
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Founded in 1983, JacksonWhite P.C. offers a full -range of services to assist individuals, families and 

businesses with their legal needs. Since its inception, the Mesa firm has grown steadily to include 22 

highly experienced attorneys and over 40 paralegals, legal assistants and staff. At this size, the firm is 

large enough to offer the efficiency and technical expertise of larger firms, yet small enough to provide  

clients with individualized, personalized attention. JacksonWhite has multiple offices around the state of 

Arizona including a Mesa, Casa Grande and Peoria locations. For more information on a specific attorney 

or area of practice, please visit www.jacksonwhitelaw.com, or www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-

defense-law.  


