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The Enablers of Child Sexual Abuse 
By Patrick A. Malone  

November 7, 2011 

It's always disturbing to hear about an adult taking away a child's innocence through inappropriate sexual 
contact. But even more disturbing is when bystanders look the other way and let the offender repeat the 
abuse against other children.  

The perpetrator has no moral excuse, of course, but at least has the partial explanation of some deep-
seated mental illness. The bystanders have neither excuse nor explanation for their own dereliction of 
duty. 

Although this is a story that has played out in multiple settings in recent years, seemingly wherever adults 
and children come into regular content, today's story comes from Penn State, where Jerry Sandusky, the 
retired assistant football coach, is the alleged perpetrator, and the university's athletic director, Tim Curley, 
and vice president for finance Gary Schultz, are the not-so-innocent bystanders.  

Curley and Schultz received a report from a graduate assistant who saw Sandusky raping a 10-year-old in 
the locker room on a Saturday night. This happened in 2002, and the only concrete action to happen to 
Sandusky then was the loss of his locker room keys. Neither Curley nor Schultz brought in any police 
agency to investigate. Now they are under indictment for their cover-up along with Sandusky. 

You can read the grand jury's report on these troubling allegations here. 
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