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LEED for Neighborhood 
Development:  
How Green is Your 
Neighborhood? 
The U.S. Green 
Building Council 
(USGBC) is currently 
developing a national 
set of standards for 
neighborhood location 
and design that will 
result in a new and 
additional Leadership in 
Energy and 
Environmental Design 
(LEED) rating system 
titled LEED for 
Neighborhood 
Development (LEED-ND).   

Unlike other LEED rating systems that focus primarily on 
green building practices, with relatively few credits 
regarding site selection and design, LEED-ND places 
emphasis on the site selection, design, and construction 
elements of a neighborhood.  LEED-ND potentially 
applies to any residential development (multi- or single-
family), mixed-use development, or master planned 
community. 

The second and final public comment period for LEED-ND 
closes Sunday, June 14th.  Comments must be 
submitted online and should only address changes to the 
original draft resulting from the first public comment 
period.  A redline of the current draft showing all revisions 
from the original draft is available here.   

As the rating system focuses on site location as a means 

Many local governments 
have chosen to use LEED 

certification as their 
standard for regulations 
relating to green building 

and sustainable 
development.  Developers 
and builders should take 

the opportunity to comment 
and help structure the new 

rating system.  

Read this alert online.

LEED for Neighborhood

Development:

How Green is Your

Matthew R. Fogt
Orange County

Neighborhood?

(949) 851-5453
The U.S. Greenmfogt@allenmatkins.com
Building Council Many local governments
(USGBC) is currently have chosen to use LEED
developing a national certification as their
set of standards for standard for regulations
neighborhood location relating to green building
and design that will and sustainable
result in a new and development. Developers

John C. Condas additional Leadership in and builders should take
Orange County Energy and the opportunity to comment
(949) 851-5551 Environmental Design and help structure the newjcondas@allenmatkins.com

(LEED) rating system rating system.
titled LEED for
Neighborhood
Development (LEED-ND).

Allen Matkins
#1 Real Estate Law Firm in Unlike other LEED rating systems that focus primarily on

California green building practices, with relatively few creditsChambers and Partners
2002 - 2008 regarding site selection and design, LEED-ND places

emphasis on the site selection, design, and construction
elements of a neighborhood. LEED-ND potentially
applies to any residential development (multi- or single-
family), mixed-use development, or master planned
community.

A free Allen Matkins market
intelligence publication The second and final public comment period for LEED-NDdesigned to keep you informed

of current green building issues. closes Sunday, June 14th. Comments must be
submitted online and should only address changes to the
original draft resulting from the first public commentSubscribe
period. A redline of the current draft showing all revisions
from the original draft is available here.

As the rating system focuses on site location as a means

Document hosted at 
http://www.jdsupra.com/post/documentViewer.aspx?fid=0e8a7ec1-99c5-4832-8b17-6aaff69b5cb0

http://www.allenmatkins.com/emails/Alert_LEED_Condas_Fogt_May2009/alert.htm
http://www.allenmatkins.com/search/bynameresults2.asp?myAttyNameLN=Fogt&myAttyNameFN=Matthew
mailto:mfogt@allenmatkins.com
http://www.allenmatkins.com/search/bynameresults3a.asp?UserName=jcondas
mailto:jcondas@allenmatkins.com
http://www.allenmatkins.com/subscribe/
http://www.usgbc.org/LEED/LEEDDrafts/RatingSystemVersions.aspx?CMSPageID=1458
mhtml:file://C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Jessica%20Corbitt/Desktop/Legal%20Alert%20-%20LEED%20for%20Neighborhood%20Development.mht!https://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=5743
http://www.allenmatkins.com/
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/usa/FirmProfile.aspx?fid=65245&solbar=1&pid=&cid=
http://www.allenmatkins.com/emails/nltr-green/


to reduce environmental impacts, LEED-ND inherently 
favors redevelopment, infill development, and sites 
adjacent to existing development over traditional 
greenfield development.  As such, many greenfield 
residential developments will be unable to qualify, even 
with many green building concepts incorporated into the 
project.  Such developments will still be able to qualify for 
the LEED for Homes rating system or other green rating 
systems such as the GreenPoints Rated system, the 
California Green Builder program, or the National Green 
Building Standard, which focus more on green building 
concepts than project location. 

Please contact us with any questions regarding LEED-ND 
or any other green rating system.  
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