
The Stages Of Mesothelioma (Part 3 of 3) 

(Posted by Tom Lamb at www.AsbestosHUB.com on December 7, 2009; see http://bit.ly/6uoeYI) 

We reach our final part of this series on the stages of mesothelioma and the systems which are 
used to categorize them.  Previously we discussed the Butchart System and the TNM System. 

Our final system is called the Brigham System. 

Brigham System 

The Brigham System looks at different variables such as the involvement of the lymph nodes and 
the surgical ability to remove a malignant mesothelioma tumor. It is not often used to stage 
mesothelioma; however, when used it divides malignant mesothelioma into four stages: 

Stage 1  
Malignant mesothelioma tumor is still resectable (able to be removed surgically) and the 
lymph nodes are not affected.  

Stage 2  
Malignant mesothelioma tumor is still resectable (able to be removed surgically) but the 
lymph nodes are now affected.  

Stage 3  
Malignant mesothelioma tumor is not resectable (able to be removed surgically) and the 
malignant mesothelioma has penetrated the heart, chest wall, abdominal cavity or 
diaphragm. Lymph nodes may or may not be affected.  

Stage 4  
Malignant mesothelioma tumor is not resectable (able to be removed surgically) and has 
completely metastasized (spread throughout the body).   
 

For more information visit Asbestos-Mesothelioma.com and MedicineNet.com. 
 
 

Attorney Tom Lamb represents people in personal injury and wrongful death cases 
involving mesothelioma or other asbestos cancers. The above article was posted originally on his 

blog, Asbestos HUB – with active links and readers’ comments.  
http://AsbestosHUB.com 
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