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The Jury Trial System 
 
We believe in the jury system. Here is what others have said about jury trial: 

 

The Constitution of the United States: The Seventh Amendment: “In suits at common law, where the 

value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no 

fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than according to 

the rules of the common law.” 

 

 "I consider trial by jury as the only anchor ever yet imagined by man, by which a government can be 

held to the principles of its constitution." Thomas Jefferson   
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"Whenever our civilization wants a library to be catalogued, or a solar system to be discovered, or any 

other trifle of this kind, it uses its specialists. But when it wishes anything done which is really serious, 

it collects twelve ordinary men standing around. Jesus did exactly this." G.K. Chesterton   

 

“The institution of the jury raises the people itself, or at least a class of citizens, to the bench of 

judicial authority. The institution of the jury consequently invests the people, or that class of citizens, 

with the direction of society….   The jury contributes most powerfully to form the judgement and to 

increase the natural intelligence of a people, and this is, in my opinion, its greatest advantage. It may 

be regarded as a gratuitous public school ever open, in which every juror learns to exercise his rights, 

enters into daily communication with the most learned and enlightened members of the upper 

classes, and becomes practically acquainted with the laws of his country, which are brought within 

the reach of his capacity by the efforts of the bar, the advice of the judge, and even by the passions of 

the parties.” Alexis de Tocqueville 


