
Drug Injury Watch: Acute Interstitial Nephritis: A Side Effect of 

Nexium, Prevacid, Etc. 

 (Posted by Tom Lamb at www.DrugInjuryWatch.com on May 4, 2016) 

A "new" warning about acute interstitial nephritis (AIN), a kidney-related medical condition, was 

added to the drug labels for Nexium, Prevacid, and some other proton pump inhibitors (PPIs) 

heartburn drugs in December 2014. 

But there was a medical journal article about the possible increased risk of acute interstitial 

nephritis among users of Prilosec (omeprazole) -- the first PPI heartburn drug approved by the 

FDA, in 1989 -- way back in 1992. And over the past ten years, at least, it became clear that 

acute interstitial nephritis was a so-called "class effect" for all proton pump inhibitors -- as seen in 

some medical journal articles which are presented in the full version of this article, "Acute Kidney 

Injury Caused By Heartburn Medicines In Class Of Drugs Called Proton Pump Inhibitors (PPIs), 

Such As Nexium, Prilosec, And Prevacid". 

Put otherwise, acute interstitial nephritis had been a known kidney-related side effect of Nexium, 

Prevacid, Protonix, Dexilant, and Aciphex for several years, at least, before the drug companies 

started to warn about it in the drug labels for these widely-used heartburn drugs. 

That is, not until December 2014 did the drug companies responsible for the following 

prescription drug proton pump inhibitors (PPIs) heartburn medicines add to the Warning and 

Precautions part of their respective drug labels a new section about acute interstitial nephritis 

(AIN): 

Aciphex (rabeprazole sodium) Delayed-Release Tablets 

Dexilant (dexlansoprazole) delayed-release capsules 

Nexium (esomeprazole magnesium) delayed-release capsules, for oral use 

Nexium I.V. (esomeprazole sodium) for injection 

Prevacid (lansoprazole) delayed release capsules 

Prevacid SoluTab (lansoprazole) Delayed-Release Orally Disintegrating Tablets 

Protonix (pantoprazole sodium) delayed-release tablets 

Protonix IV (pantoprazole sodium) 

As an aside, we point out that the over-the-counter (OTC) versions of Prilosec, Prevacid, and 

Nexium are subject to different requirements as regards what drug-side effects warnings appear 

on the box packaging. But PPI-induced acute interstitial nephritis (AIN) can be caused by these 
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OTC heartburn products just like it can be caused by the prescription drug versions of PPI 

heartburn medicines. 

We will continue to follow this important drug safety issue, which has been well-known by kidney 

specialists and nephrologists for quite some time, but is only now getting out somewhat to 

general doctors, and less so to the people who are using Nexium, Prevacid, and these other PPI 

heartburn drugs. 

[Read this article in full at original source] 

Earlier articles by attorney Tom Lamb on the Side Effects Blog: 

 Possible Linzess Recall By FDA Suggested By April 2016 Analyst Report 

 Harvoni / Sovaldi Risks: Liver Cancer Return, Hepatitis B Reactivation 

 Heartburn Medication Nexium Might Cause Kidney-Related Side Effects 

 FDA Says Onglyza And Nesina Increase Risks of Heart And Renal Failures 

 Stroke, DVT, Pulmonary Embolism, And Kidney Damage Linked To Invokana 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Attorney Tom Lamb represents people in personal injury and wrongful death cases involving 
unsafe prescription drugs or medication errors. The above article was posted originally on his 

blog, Drug Injury Watch – with live links and readers’ Comments. 
http://www.DrugInjuryWatch.com 
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