
The Basics 
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The SEC has defined 4 levels of XBRL tags for 
detailed footnote tagging (DFN): 
 
Level 1: Face financials and footnote block tags 
 - Each number in financials tagged 
 - Each note tagged as one block of text 
 

Level 2: Significant accounting policy block tags 
 - Each accounting policy tagged as one block of text 
 

Level 3: Table block tags 
 - Each table in notes tagged as one block of text 
 

Level 4: Detailed footnote tags 
 - Each number in notes tagged (in text and tables) 
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Find Element 

US-GAAP TAXONOMY 

Extend Element 

Create Element Properties 

You must create 
presentation, 

calculation, and 
dimension 

relationships for every 
element 

Convert HTML Financial Statements …………………. to this: 
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Convert HTML Footnotes …………………. 

…………………. to this: 
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Each accounting policy is 
tagged as a separate block of 
text with a separate element 
and label. 

Tag 

Significant Policy: Tag regardless of 
location 
Insignificant: Tag only if in SAP Footnote 
Location: All policies go in a single XBRL 
report 
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Each table is tagged 
as a separate block of 
text with its own 
element and label. 

• Tables with multiple time 
periods are tagged with the 
disclosure period (12 mo’s 
here). 
 

• Tables that present 
information for a single time 
period are tagged as of that 
period (e.g. a table that 
only presents 2010 
information) 

Tag 
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Tag 1. Tag numbers in tables and text. 
2. When numbers have no financial 

disclosure value, they do not 
need to be tagged. 

3. Level 4 rendering rarely 
matches the HTML source 
document. 

4. Frequently, disclosures in a 
single footnote are divided into 
multiple XBRL reports (green 
and blue boxes). 

5. When you have different 
rounding conventions in a single 
report, the XBRL drops all 
rounding. 

This green box shows an 
example of rendering that 
matches the source. 

This blue box shows an example of points 3, 4 and 5. 

“Flow 
Throughs” 

(red circles) 
explained on 
next page. 

? 
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??? Why do these numbers not match the source ??? 
1. A Flow Through is a disclosure from one location in the source document that 

shows up in an unexpected XBRL report. 
2. Flow Throughs occur when the same element is used in both locations for different 

numbers.  Usually these disclosures have a different time period attached or add a 
Member to the tag in one instance. 

3. In the above example, the element labeled “Proceeds from sale of oil and gas 
properties” shows up in the 2010 column of the cash flow statement like this: 
 

4. Since the same element is used for the same disclosure in Note 3 with a different 
time period and the addition of a Member, the cash flow disclosure renders in the 
XBRL for this note 

5. Same explanation for “Gain on sale of oil and gas properties” from the income 
statement: 
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The 4 Levels of DFN must be presented as groups and 
sequentially with all Level 1 first, then Level 2, Level 3 and 
Level 4. Each XBRL presentation report is assigned a number to 
accomplish the presentational hierarchy. 
 

Level 1’s receive a 3 digit code. 
* 001 is always the Document and Entity Information (DEI). 

* 002 through 099 is reserved for financial statements. 

* 101 through 199 is reserved for footnotes 1 through 99. 
 

Level 2 through 4 receive a 5 digit code. 
* The 5 digit codes are divided into 3 sections. 

* The first digit stands for the level of tagging: 2, 3, or 4. 

* The second and third digits stand for the number of the footnote: 01 to 99. 

* The fourth and fifth digits stand for the number of XBRL subparts for each footnote: 01 to 99. 

* Examples of the 5 digit code: 

20101 – “2” for Level 2 tagging, “01” indicating that the policies came from Note 1, and “01” indicating 
this is the first XBRL presentation report for level 2, note 1. 

40403 – “4” for Level 4 tagging, “01” indicating that the details came from Note 4, and “03” indicating 
this the third XBRL presentation report for level 4, note 4. 



*

We can answer additional questions and provide guidance. 

 

Please contact: 

 

Jonathan Miller   Alexander Zervakos 

303-353-1946   303-353-1942 

jonathan@secfile.com   alex@secfile.com 

 

www.secfile.com 

1-877-SEC-FILE 
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