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Seneca County wi l l  ask state Attorney Genera l El iot  Spi tzer  to invest igate whether the 

gaming hal l  operated by the Cayuga Indian Nat ion in Seneca Fal ls  is  st i l l  a lega l 
business in l ight  of the recent U.S.  Supreme Court ru l ing on tr ibal  sovereignty.  

 
The Seneca County Board of Supervisors and Seneca County Distr ict Attorney Richard 

Swinehart plan to send a letter to the attorney genera l.  They want Spitzer  to 

prosecute any v io lat ions he f inds and poss ib ly shut down the Cayugas'  operat ion.  
 

The Cayugas run a s imilar  gaming business in Union Springs,  but Cayuga County 
off ic ia ls have not  publ ic ly d iscussed the lega l i ty of the fac i l i ty s ince the rul ing in the 

city of Sherr i l l  vs.  Oneida Indian Nation case.  

 
The high court decided last month that t r ibes cannot simply purchase land on the 

open market  and c la im it  as sovereign, a ru l ing that reversed f ind ings of lower courts. 
The Cayugas opened both gaming fac i l i t ies after clear ing lower -court legal  hurd les 

last  year.  

 
Steven Getman, Seneca County's attorney, said Spitzer 's  statewide jur isdict ion and 

past  exper ience deal ing with gambl ing violat ions made him the r ight choice for  such a 
review. 

 
Spitzer 's  off ice sa id it  had not  rece ived the Seneca County request  as of Wednesday 

afternoon, but the attorney genera l has not  yet  taken a posi t ion on how the Sherr i l l  

case should affect Indian gaming faci l i t ies al ready open.  
 

Spitzer spokesman Paul  Larabee said i f Seneca County does fol low through with its 
request,  the attorney general  wi l l  look into the issue.  

 

"Al l  matters that are brought to our attent ion have received a thorough review," he 
said.  
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