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On one of the most controversial points in the health care reform legislation -- the individual mandate
to purchase insurance -- President Obama, his team, and all those in favor of the legislation scored a
significant victory last week when a three-judge panel of the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the
constitutionality of the "mandate” that individuals purchase health insurance coverage. See
SixthCircuit_Health Care.pdf. The challenge questioned whether, under the Commerce Clause,
Congress could regulate the economic "inactivity" of failure of individuals to buy insurance. The 4th
and 11th Circuits also are expected to issue rulings soon on the issue. Ultimately, the Supreme Court
likely will address the issue. In the meantime, those on both sides of the issue anxiously await the 4th
and 11th Circuit decisions.

Constangy, Brooks & Smith, LLP has counseled employers on labor and employment law matters, exclusively, since 1946. A
"Go To" Law Firm in Corporate Counsel and Fortune Magazine, it represents Fortune 500 corporations and small companies
across the country. Its attorneys are consistently rated as top lawyers in their practice areas by sources such as Chambers USA,
Martindale-Hubbell, and Top One Hundred Labor Attorneys in the United States, and the firm is top-ranked by the U.S. News &
World Report/Best Lawyers Best Law Firms survey. More than 130 lawyers partner with clients to provide cost-effective legal
services and sound preventive advice to enhance the employer-employee relationship. Offices are located in Alabama,
California, Florida, Georgia, lllinois, Massachusetts, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia and Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.constangy.com.
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