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Comptroller's Audits Knocked Out:
Down 2-0, the State Goes to the Bullpen

As Major League Baseball resumes play after the
All-Star break, it appears that New York State is borrowing
a page out of a big league manager's playbook by replacing
its starting pitcher, the Comptroller's office, with the State
Insurance Department in an effort to continue examining
out-of-network healthcare providers.

In a previous Alert, we wrote about South Island
Orthopedic Group, P.C. v. DiNapoli, wherein a Supreme
Court judge in Albany agreed with the arguments raised by
Ruskin Moscou Faltischek on behalf of South Island and
concluded that the New York State Constitution does not
empower the Comptroller to audit private medical entities
that provide out-of-network treatment to patients insured by
the State's Empire Plan.

In June, the judge in a similar case handled by RME,
Martin Handler M.D., P.C. v. DiNapoli, agreed with the
South Island decision and invalidated the Comptroller's audit
of billing records relating to the State’s claim that the practice
failed to collect the correct amount from out-of-network
Empire patients. Both the South Island and Handler courts
made it clear that the Comptroller's constitutionally flawed
audits cannot serve as the basis for future action against the
practices. These decisions are two important “runs” that RMF
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scored against the State on behalf of medical providers.

Now, it appears that the State has gone to the bullpen
and called upon a reliever to replace the Comptroller in an
effort to keep the State in the game. RMF has recently been
contacted by several providers who have received demand
letters and subpoenas from the Frauds Bureau of the Insurance
Department in connection with this issue. This is not the first
time that RMF has faced off against the Insurance Frauds
Bureau. Our innovative and successful challenges to the State
in South Island and Handler put us in a unique position to
defend against the bureau's inquiries, and it is recommended
that providers who receive any correspondence from the bureau
contact us before responding.
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