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I subscribe to a legal question and answer website where individuals ask questions about bankruptcy 

and attorneys, like me, answer them. In the last couple of weeks a number of people inquired whether 

or not it’s necessary to hire an attorney in order to file bankruptcy. The legal answer is no. It is not a 

legal requirement to have an attorney to file bankruptcy. In fact, I tell this to every potential client that 

comes into my office. You are under no legal obligation to hire an attorney to file bankruptcy. 

Is it Practical to Hire an Attorney? 

Do I think it is imperative to hire an attorney to file bankruptcy? Absolutely; while some bankruptcy 

cases are routine, the bankruptcy laws are complex, and it can be easy to screw up your case if you don’t 

know what you’re doing. If property is not listed correctly or protections are not affirmatively declared, 

it is possible that you could end up losing property that could have been protected. Bankruptcy laws are 

very complex, and during such a stressful financial time the last thing you want to deal with is a 

complication during filing. 

Avoid Creditor Harassment with an Attorney 

If creditors try to harass you during the bankruptcy, an attorney will know how to protect you, and 

provide you peace of mind during a period of high emotional unrest.  

Benjamin Skinner is a bankruptcy and real estate attorney and senior associate at JacksonWhite.  He 

focuses his practice on bankruptcy law, assisting individuals in financial distress. Benjamin also practices 

in the areas of residential and commercial real estate law. He has been practicing for over ten years and 

has handled thousands of bankruptcy and real estate cases. He is a member of the State Bar of Arizona 

and the Maricopa County Bar Association. Benjamin is a member of the American Bankruptcy Institute 

(ABI) and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA). To read more about 

what former clients are saying about hiring Mr. Skinner or to set up a free consultation, please visit 

http://www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/arizona-bankruptcy/.  

Founded in 1983, JacksonWhite P.C. offers a full -range of services to assist individuals, families and 

businesses with their legal needs. Since its inception, the Mesa firm has grown steadily to include 22 

highly experienced attorneys and over 40 paralegals, legal assistants and staff. At this size, the firm is 

large enough to offer the efficiency and technical expertise of larger firms, yet small enough to provide  

clients with individualized, personalized attention. JacksonWhite has multiple offices around the state of 

Arizona including a Mesa, Casa Grande and Peoria locations. For more information on a specific attorney 

or area of practice, please visit www.jacksonwhitelaw.com, or www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-

defense-law.  


