
Drug Injury Watch: Antidepressant-Related Birth Defect: Heart 
And Lung Disorder PPHN - Persistent Pulmonary Hypertension 
Of The Newborn 
 
Increased Risk Of PPHN When Women Use SSRIs Medications Like Celexa, 
Lexapro, Paxil, Prozac, And Zoloft After Their 20th Week Of Pregnancy 
 
(Posted by Tom Lamb at www.DrugInjuryWatch.com on February 14, 2014) 
 
SUMMARY: Persistent pulmonary hypertension of the newborn (PPHN) is a serious but often 
overlooked drug risk presented by some popular antidepressant drugs like Celexa, Lexapro, 
Paxil, Prozac, and Zoloft. These prescription medications are in the Selective Serotonin Reuptake 
Inhibitors, or SSRIs, class of drugs. 

While the FDA has looked at this drug safety problem for some years, now, unfortunately the 
agency has not reached any definitive conclusions and certainly has not taken the necessary 
actions to prevent future cases of PPHN caused by antidepressants / SSRIs like Celexa, 
Lexapro, Paxil, Prozac, and Zoloft, despite the severity of this birth defect condition. 

Likewise, the drug companies responsible for these widely used antidepressants have apparently 
not taken the obvious steps to heighten awareness of the SSRI - PPHN drug safety issue by 
getting Prozac, for example, moved to Pregnancy Category D (Prescription drugs which are 
known to impose health risks for the fetus). 

[Read this article in full at original source] 

  
Earlier articles by attorney Tom Lamb on the Drug Injury Watch blog: 

 Benicar-Induced Enteropathy: Recently Found / New Possible Cause Of Villous Atrophy: 
Symptoms And Diagnosis  

 More Evidence Supporting A Link Between Testosterone Therapy And Higher Risk Of 
Cardiovascular-Related Events Such As Myocardial Infarctions Or Heart Attacks  

 The Growing Use Of Testosterone Creams, Gels, Injections, And Patches Raises 
Increased Concerns About Risks Of Cardiac Side Effects  

 Increasingly Popular Testosterone Replacement Therapy Drugs Are Linked To 
Myocardial Infarctions Or Heart Attacks, Strokes, And Deaths  

 FDA Drug Safety Concerns About Pradaxa And Serious Bleeding Side Effects Will Get 
Another Look By Means Of New 2014 Study  

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Attorney Tom Lamb represents people in personal injury and wrongful death cases involving 
unsafe prescription drugs or medication errors. The above article was posted originally on his 

blog, Drug Injury Watch – with live links and readers’ Comments. 
http://www.DrugInjuryWatch.com 
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