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SETTING UP GENERAL 
RESEARCH GUIDELINES

Legal Research is a Processg
• Way of thinking.
• Method of approach.
• Not about finding a shortcut or the• Not about finding a shortcut or the 

perfect search term.
• Learn and react to the client’s situation.
• Ask questions.
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Narrowing the ScopeNarrowing the Scope

• Legal Research is a process of elimination.
• A good way to narrow the scope of your 

search is to follow a four-step process that 
includes:

#1 Analyzing the facts and framing the question, # a y g t e acts a d a g t e quest o ,
#2 Getting an overview of the subject area, 
#3 Conducting an in-depth search for legal 

authority, 
#4 Evaluating your authority and bringing what 

you have     
found up to date.
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#1 Analyze the Facts and Frame the y
Question

• Make sure you have a firm grasp of the 
relevant facts. Ask more questions if need be.  

• Seek out more than one opinion.
• Fuse the facts to the legal issue or issues.  

Th b h j l l iThere may be more than just one legal issue.

7



#2 Get an Overview of the Subject j
Area

• Define your terms.  Also recognize that some 
t h diff t i i l lterms can have different meanings in a legal 
sense.  (See Black Law Dictionary’s many 
definitions of property.)

• Move on to background or secondary 
research.

• Take advantage of the pyramid effect.  
Starting out with sources that cover the topic 
more broadly will help funnel you in the rightmore broadly will help funnel you in the right 
direction and also provide you with narrower 
sources, such as cases.
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#3  Conduct an In-depth Search for p
Legal Authority.

• The Internet can be more efficient for this 
step. 

• Start out with broad search terms.  Let the 
database do the heavy lifting.
“N l L ” “T d• “Natural Language” versus “Terms and 
Connectors.”  Which is best? 
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#4  Evaluate the Primary Authority and y y
Bring the Law Up-To-Date.

• “Shepardize,” “Keycite,” or check the pocket-
parts.

• Nothing will cast you in a less-authoritative 
light than presenting out-dated information.
Th i i b d f• The supervising attorney can be sued for 
malpractice.
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Types of AuthorityTypes of Authority

• Primary or Mandatory Authority

• Persuasive Authority

• Secondary Authority
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Primary AuthorityPrimary Authority

• Is binding on the court.  Court must apply it.
• Can include cases, laws, statutes, and 

regulations from the same jurisdiction.
• The order of precedence is the United States 

S C F d l Ci i C fSupreme Court, Federal Circuit Courts of 
Appeals, Federal District Courts, State 
Supreme Courts, State Appellate Courts, and 
lower State Courts.
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Four Main Sources of Primary y
Authority

• Constitutions—Federal or state
• Statutes (laws)
• Cases
• Regulations promulgated by administrative 

agencies
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ConstitutionsConstitutions

• United States Constitution is the supreme law 
of the land.

• State Constitutions, however, are more often 
what you will be looking at when you are 
addressing constitutional issuesaddressing constitutional issues.

• State Constitutions are the supreme law in a 
state except where they conflict with federal 
law.  
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Statutes (Laws)Statutes (Laws)

• Sometimes called black-letter law.
• They are enacted by the legislature and signed 

into law by the Executive.
• A court can, and often does, modify—through 

“i i ” f h l h i i lan “interpretation” of the law—the original 
law or how it has been implemented.  
However, this is not considered “common 
law.” 
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CasesCases

• This is typically where your research is going 
to get the most complicated and involve the 
most work.

• You must sift, at least in part, through an 
entire applicable body of cases and/or caseentire applicable body of cases and/or case 
summaries until you are confident that, not 
only have you obtained the relevant law, but 
also that it is the most up-to-date and final 
expression of the law available.  
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RegulationsRegulations
• The vast majority of rules that we live by are 

promulgated by Administrative Agenciespromulgated by Administrative Agencies.  
(Environment (EPA), Labor (Dept. of Labor), 
Insurance (State Insurance Commissioner), etc.)

• The system of adjudication involving 
administrative law “judges” is a world onto its 

d l d f it h th lown, and rarely does any of it reach the normal 
appellate level.  The first and, almost always, last 
step in an appeal of an administrative decision is 
the lower court level at which most other types of 
cases start.  Thus, very often there is no published 

bi di d l hi hor binding court precedent as only higher 
appellate courts issue published decisions that can 
be used as binding precedent.   
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• So in most instances your task will be to find the 
li bl l i hi h f i iapplicable regulation, which often times is no 

small undertaking, and then argue, based upon 
your own very case-specific information, why it 
should be applied in the manner you wish.  Or 
you may be looking up a regulation simply to 
advise a client as to what his or her 
responsibilities are under the regulation. 
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Persuasive AuthorityPersuasive Authority

• Law that is not binding but that may be 
relevant and help persuade a decision-maker.

• Cases of first impression.  How an issue is 
addressed the first time can have influence 
regardless of the jurisdictionregardless of the jurisdiction. 

• Cases from outside your jurisdiction that have 
addressed statutes, laws, or fact patterns 
similar to yours.y
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Secondary AuthoritySecondary Authority

• Typically used to buttress a brief.
• Sources that often times have been used as 

underpinnings of the original case, law, or 
legal principle at issue.
M i l d i l f• May include quotes or material from 
Restatements, Treatises, Law Reviews, and 
similar type sources.
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RestatementsRestatements

• Excellent secondary authority!
• Contain model laws and the explanations  

behind them.  
• Many jurisdictions have copied these model 

l d f d l l d hlaws word-for-word or very closely and thus 
the authors are those who literally wrote the 
law.  Anything on point from a Restatement is 
going to be looked at with respect.  The g g p
“Comments” are key.  (See example from  
Restatement, Second, Contracts.) 
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TreatisesTreatises 

• In-depth analysis of a particular area of law 
such as Contracts, Trusts and Estates, and 
Torts (personal injury).

• Very good starting point.  Widely used in law 
schoolschool.

• Treatises also provide leads that can aid in 
your search for cases from your own 
jurisdiction. j
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Law ReviewsLaw Reviews

• They are typically published by law schools 
and are a collaboration of faculty and law 
students.

• Subjects usually addressed in rather narrow 
fashionfashion.

• Almost always well written and can be cited 
with confidence.

• Certain established members of the legalCertain established members of the legal 
community recently have argued that Law 
Reviews are becoming too “far out” in what 
they address.  Not as relevant to everyday 
l l ilegal issues.  
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Three Other Major 
Sources 

• Legal Encyclopedias
• Hornbooks
• Deskbooks
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Legal EncyclopediasLegal Encyclopedias

• Set out general rules not particular to any 
jurisdiction.

• Typically not a great source to cite directly 
but an excellent place to start and to get 
background info and leads on relevant casesbackground info and leads on relevant cases. 

• Two main legal encyclopedias are Corpus 
Juris Secundum (C.J.S.) and American 
Jurisprudence (Am. Jur. 2d).  (See example p ( ) ( p
from American Jurisprudence.) 
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HornbooksHornbooks

• Similar to a textbook and often used in law 
schools as a supplement to a textbook.

• Like encyclopedias, they also can be an 
excellent source for cases on your topic.  (See 
example from Real Estate Finance Law )example from Real Estate Finance Law.)
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DeskbooksDeskbooks

• One of my favorites. Designed for the 
practitioner.  Often published by Bar 
Associations.     

• Very practical and jurisdiction-specific.  
G f h h l h b• Great source for how the law has been 
applied in your jurisdiction.

• However, very rarely used as formal legal 
authorityauthority. 
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Knowing When You Are g
Done

• If your primary authority answers your 
question and is as up-to-date as possible, you 
are done!

• Have confidence in your findings.  
Th h i h if h i d i• The truth is that if an attorney has assigned it 
to you, it probably is because he or she either 
could not find the answer or did not want the 
task.  Thus, you are fulfilling a very important , y g y p
role and should recognize that.  
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Presenting What You Have g
Found

• Some attorneys have a formal manner in 
which they wish to have you present the 
information to them.  Most do not.

• Typically what they are looking for is 
something they can file away and thatsomething they can file away and that 
answers itself even if you are not there.
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Elements of a Memo (See 
Hypo)

• Statement of Facts—Brief synopsis of relevant 
facts from the casefacts from the case.  

• Issue Statement—One sentence outlining the legal 
issue within the context of the facts of your case.  
(e.g.  Is Jane guilty of murder if she intentionally 
burned her house down and accidently killedburned her house down and accidently killed 
someone who was burglarizing the house?)

• Discussion—Discussion of where the authority 
stands on the issue.

• Concl sion What o think the a thorit o erall• Conclusion—What you think the authority overall 
ultimately concludes.  Not always necessary or 
appreciated. 
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Sources for Learning How to g
Conduct Legal Research

• The Process of Legal Research—Christina L. 
Kunz, et. all. 

• Basic Legal Research—Tools and 
Strategies—Amy E. Sloan.
L l R h A i l id d lf• Legal Research: A practical guide and self-
instructional workbook—Ruth Ann 
McKinney and Scott Childs.
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To:         Senior Partner 
 
From:     Michael Kaiser 
 
Date:      October 25, 2011 
 
Re:         Jane Getrich’s liability for the death of Johnny Lucky. 
 
 
Background Facts—At this point I am giving you many more facts than will be included 
in the “Statement of Facts” so you can see how one whittles things down to only the 
relevant facts for purposes of the “Statement of Facts.”  Thus, this portion would not 
appear in your formal memo, but rather your memo would start with the “Statement of 
Facts” that appears shortly. 
 
          On May 10, 2011, forty-three-year-old Jane Getrich received notice that her 
creditors were suing her for $80,000.  She owed $67,000 to Nordstrom Department Store 
and $13,000 to Pamper-Your-Pet for manicures, grooming, and massages for her 
Pekingese dog. 
          Ms. Getrich was despondent.  Her second husband had left her long ago after 
suffering his second stroke, following a long 10-hour shift at his “third” job, a job taken 
so that Ms. Getrich could take care of herself and her Pekingese in a style to which she 
felt they were accustomed to in a former life.  She had tried to remarry, but she lived in a 
rather small town and it seemed to her that every time she even approached a man the 
man would turn around and flee.  She was not sure if this was her imagination or not. 
          So one night over drinks, and more drinks, she decided that the answer to her 
problems was to burn her house down and collect the insurance money.  Fortunately for 
her, the house was paid off.  She had insisted to her first husband that the house needed to 
be paid off within five years of purchase and her first husband had complied before 
dropping dead of a heart attack at the age of thirty-two.  
         Ms. Getrich set the following Thursday night as the night for the fire.  That would 
allow her to watch “True Tales of the Rich and Famous” at 9:00 p.m. before having to get 
dressed and fixed up to endure the inconvenience of standing on the pavement watching 
the house burn.  Early the next morning she also made arrangements to send her 
valuables to storage. 
          However, unbeknownst to Ms. Getrich, her manner of living and spending had 
caught the eye and ear of Johnny Lucky.  News travels well in small towns.  Mr. Lucky 
had just been released from prison after serving five years for a robbery-gone-awry.  He 
had held up a store only to discover later that the older lady behind the counter was the 
Police Chief’s mother.  The Chief was not amused and made it his life mission to capture 
the culprit, which he did, capturing Mr. Lucky as he was spending the last of the $27 he 
had netted in the robbery.  The only other blotch on Mr. Lucky’s record was an incident 
earlier in his life when he had stolen a credit card and taken it to another county where he 
tried to use it, only to discover the card belonged to the clerk behind the counter. 
          Thus, fate brought many forces and circumstances together on that Thursday night 
of the fire. While Ms. Getrich finished watching “True Tales of the Rich and Famous” 
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and then did her hair up and applied her makeup in preparation for setting the fire, Mr. 
Lucky climbed over a fence in the rear of her yard and headed for the back door of the 
house where he intended to pick the lock and enter, wrongly assuming Ms. Getrich would 
be in bed by now.  However, inside the house Ms. Getrich had just scooped up her 
Pekingese and put him in a basket.  She then set the fire, not thinking that she was setting 
it only about ten feet from a propane tank attached to the outside of her house that she 
kept as a backup generator and that had been smelling strange lately.  Mr. Lucky entered 
the house just as Ms. Getrich was exiting the front door. Ms. Getrich almost made it out 
to the street before an explosion rocked the neighborhood, sending her flying into a 
neighbor’s yard.  Mr. Lucky, however, was not so fortunate.  All that was left of him was 
his nose, which was found several blocks away in the litter-box of a neighborhood cat. 
The authorities were able to identify the nose as Mr. Lucky’s because his DNA sample 
was on file from an earlier arrest. 
          The police quickly put two and two together and when they confronted Ms. Getrich 
and threatened that if she did not confess she would never see her dog again, she spilled 
the beans.  She was charged with arson and the murder of Mr. Lucky.  
 
Statement of Facts:   
          On Thursday, June 2, 2011, Ms. Getrich, by her own admission, burned her house 
down in an attempt to collect insurance money to pay off outstanding debts.  Mr. Lucky, 
who was in the process of burglarizing her house at the time of the fire, was killed.  Ms. 
Getrich has been charged both with arson and the murder of Mr. Lucky. 
 
Issue:   
          Is Ms. Getrich guilty of murder or even a lesser charge if she intentionally burned 
her house down and accidently killed someone who was burglarizing the house? 
 
Discussion:   
          Authority differs on the issue of whether a defendant is liable for murder, 
manslaughter, or at all if someone unintentionally dies as a result of the defendant’s 
arson.  In the case of Jones v. Washington, 123 P.2d (2002), the court found that someone 
charged with murder is guilty if a person dies as a result of an arson committed by the 
person charged.  In that case four firefighters were killed trying to put out the fire.      
          However, in Jones it obviously was not the victims’ commission of a crime that put 
them in harm’s way, let alone the commission of a crime against the defendant as is the 
fact in our case.  My. Lucky clearly would not have died if he had not been burglarizing 
Ms. Getrich’s house at the time of the fire.  
          There are other cases that also support the view that a defendant is guilty of murder 
if a person accidently dies as a result of a defendant’s seemingly unrelated crime.  In 
Wiley v. Washington the defendant was firing a gun into the sky and the bullet came 
down and killed someone.  The defendant was a convicted felon and unable to lawfully 
possess a firearm and so the court found that he was guilty of felony murder because he 
was committing a felony by firing the gun and the firing of the gun led to the defendant’s 
death. In Randolf  v. Steeves the defendant was robbing a bank and a customer had a heart 
attack.  The defendant was found guilty of second degree murder.  None of these fact 
patterns match the facts of our case but the legal principles are the same.  As with Ms. 
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Getich, the defendants in those cases were committing felonies that led to someone dying 
accidently.  In fact, in Randolf, it was discovered later that the victim was in the bank 
intending to commit a forgery at the time of his demise.  Still, that made no difference in 
finding the defendant guilty. 
          However, in the case of Reilly v. State, Judge Manifest Freedom, writing for the 
court, stated, “When the issue comes down to whether someone will be able to take care 
of themselves and their Pekingese in the style they were accustomed to in a former life 
versus the life of another person, one must balance very closely the competing interests.”  
In our case Ms. Getrich had a legitimate concern related to her being sued and how it 
would affect the lifestyle she and her Pekingese were accustomed to in a former life. 
Furthermore, Mr. Lucky was committing a crime when Ms. Getrich burned her house 
down.  An argument can be made that Ms. Getrich’s interest should triumph.  
          There also are other cases that have found that while someone is guilty of homicide 
in circumstances such as ours, they are guilty of the lesser charge of manslaughter.  See 
Eamon v. State and Michaels v. Patterson.  In Eamon the victim drowned as a result of 
being caught in the path of water from a city dam that had been compromised by the 
defendant who was trying to get the city to move the dam so the defendant could get a 
better price for his property.  This is somewhat similar to our case in that in both cases 
the defendant was trying to profit by unleashing the forces of nature. (You have to get 
creative when you are doing this.  No two cases are ever the same.  It is your job to make 
the comparisons and contrasts.  That is what the law is all about.) 
 
Conclusion: 
          The weight of legal authority indicates Ms. Getrich is liable for the death of Mr. 
Lucky.  The question then becomes to what degree.   There does not seem to be a sharp 
line in the cases between what qualifies as manslaughter and what qualifies as murder.  
Thus, taking into account the fact she confessed to the crime and Mr. Lucky was 
committing a crime against her when he died, it is not unreasonable to consider that the 
prosecutor might be willing to accept a plea to manslaughter.   If we take this to trial 
there certainly is ample case law that will support the prosecutor’s determination to 
obtain a conviction for murder.  
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Chapter 9A.32 RCW 
Homicide 

 
RCW Sections 

9A.32.010 Homicide defined. 
9A.32.020 Premeditation -- Limitations. 
9A.32.030 Murder in the first degree. 
9A.32.040 Murder in the first degree -- Sentence.
9A.32.050 Murder in the second degree. 
9A.32.055 Homicide by abuse. 
9A.32.060 Manslaughter in the first degree. 
9A.32.070 Manslaughter in the second degree. 

 

Notes: 
Capital punishment -- Aggravated first degree murder: Chapter 10.95 RCW.  

Controlled substances homicide: RCW 69.50.415.  
 

 
9A.32.010 
Homicide defined. 

Homicide is the killing of a human being by the act, procurement, or omission of another, death occurring at any time, 
and is either (1) murder, (2) homicide by abuse, (3) manslaughter, (4) excusable homicide, or (5) justifiable homicide.  

[1997 c 196 § 3; 1987 c 187 § 2; 1983 c 10 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.32.010.] 

Notes: 

Excusable homicide: RCW 9A.16.030.  

Justifiable homicide: RCW 9A.16.040 and 9A.16.050.  
 

 
9A.32.020 
Premeditation — Limitations. 

(1) As used in this chapter, the premeditation required in order to support a conviction of the crime of murder in the 
first degree must involve more than a moment in point of time. 
 
     (2) Nothing contained in this chapter shall affect RCW 46.61.520.  

[1975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.32.020.] 
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9A.32.030 
Murder in the first degree. 

(1) A person is guilty of murder in the first degree when: 
 
     (a) With a premeditated intent to cause the death of another person, he or she causes the death of such person or 
of a third person; or 
 
     (b) Under circumstances manifesting an extreme indifference to human life, he or she engages in conduct which 
creates a grave risk of death to any person, and thereby causes the death of a person; or 
 
     (c) He or she commits or attempts to commit the crime of either (1) robbery in the first or second degree, (2) rape 
in the first or second degree, (3) burglary in the first degree, (4) arson in the first or second degree, or (5) kidnapping 
in the first or second degree, and in the course of or in furtherance of such crime or in immediate flight therefrom, he 
or she, or another participant, causes the death of a person other than one of the participants: Except that in any 
prosecution under this subdivision (1)(c) in which the defendant was not the only participant in the underlying crime, if 
established by the defendant by a preponderance of the evidence, it is a defense that the defendant: 
 
     (i) Did not commit the homicidal act or in any way solicit, request, command, importune, cause, or aid the 
commission thereof; and 
 
     (ii) Was not armed with a deadly weapon, or any instrument, article, or substance readily capable of causing death 
or serious physical injury; and 
 
     (iii) Had no reasonable grounds to believe that any other participant was armed with such a weapon, instrument, 
article, or substance; and 
 
     (iv) Had no reasonable grounds to believe that any other participant intended to engage in conduct likely to result 
in death or serious physical injury. 
 
     (2) Murder in the first degree is a class A felony.  

[1990 c 200 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 38 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 §9A.32.030 .] 

Notes: 

     Effective date -- Severability -- 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 38: See notes following RCW 
9A.08.020.  
 

 
9A.32.040 
Murder in the first degree — Sentence. 

Notwithstanding RCW 9A.32.030(2), any person convicted of the crime of murder in the first degree shall be 
sentenced to life imprisonment.  

[1982 c 10 § 2. Prior: (1) 1981 c 138 § 21; 1977 ex.s. c 206 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.32.040. (2) 1981 c 136 § 55 repealed by 1982 c 10 
§ 18.] 

Notes: 

     Severability -- 1982 c 10: See note following RCW 6.13.080.  

     Severability -- 1981 c 138: See RCW 10.95.900.  
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     Effective date -- 1981 c 136: See RCW 72.09.900.  

Capital punishment -- Aggravated first degree murder: Chapter 10.95 RCW.  
 

 
9A.32.050 
Murder in the second degree. 

(1) A person is guilty of murder in the second degree when: 
 
     (a) With intent to cause the death of another person but without premeditation, he or she causes the death of such 
person or of a third person; or 
 
     (b) He or she commits or attempts to commit any felony, including assault, other than those enumerated in RCW 
9A.32.030(1)(c), and, in the course of and in furtherance of such crime or in immediate flight therefrom, he or she, or 
another participant, causes the death of a person other than one of the participants; except that in any prosecution 
under this subdivision (1)(b) in which the defendant was not the only participant in the underlying crime, if established 
by the defendant by a preponderance of the evidence, it is a defense that the defendant: 
 
     (i) Did not commit the homicidal act or in any way solicit, request, command, importune, cause, or aid the 
commission thereof; and 
 
     (ii) Was not armed with a deadly weapon, or any instrument, article, or substance readily capable of causing death 
or serious physical injury; and 
 
     (iii) Had no reasonable grounds to believe that any other participant was armed with such a weapon, instrument, 
article, or substance; and 
 
     (iv) Had no reasonable grounds to believe that any other participant intended to engage in conduct likely to result 
in death or serious physical injury. 
 
     (2) Murder in the second degree is a class A felony.  

[2003 c 3 § 2; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 38 § 4; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 §9A.32.050 .] 

Notes: 

     Findings -- Intent -- 2003 c 3: "The legislature finds that the 1975 legislature clearly 
and unambiguously stated that any felony, including assault, can be a predicate offense 
for felony murder. The intent was evident: Punish, under the applicable murder statutes, 
those who commit a homicide in the course and in furtherance of a felony. This 
legislature reaffirms that original intent and further intends to honor and reinforce the 
court's decisions over the past twenty-eight years interpreting "in furtherance of" as 
requiring the death to be sufficiently close in time and proximity to the predicate felony. 
The legislature does not agree with or accept the court's findings of legislative intent in 
State v. Andress, Docket No. 71170-4 (October 24, 2002), and reasserts that assault 
has always been and still remains a predicate offense for felony murder in the second 
degree. 
 
     To prevent a miscarriage of the legislature's original intent, the legislature finds in 
light of State v. Andress, Docket No. 71170-4 (October 24, 2002), that it is necessary to 
amend RCW 9A.32.050. This amendment is intended to be curative in nature. The 
legislature urges the supreme court to apply this interpretation retroactively to July 1, 
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1976." [2003 c 3 § 1.]  

     Effective date -- 2003 c 3: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing 
public institutions, and takes effect immediately [February 12, 2003]." [2003 c 3 § 3.]  

     Effective date -- Severability -- 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 38: See notes following RCW 
9A.08.020.  
 

 
9A.32.055 
Homicide by abuse. 

(1) A person is guilty of homicide by abuse if, under circumstances manifesting an extreme indifference to human life, 
the person causes the death of a child or person under sixteen years of age, a developmentally disabled person, or a 
dependent adult, and the person has previously engaged in a pattern or practice of assault or torture of said child, 
person under sixteen years of age, developmentally disabled person, or dependent person. 
 
     (2) As used in this section, "dependent adult" means a person who, because of physical or mental disability, or 
because of extreme advanced age, is dependent upon another person to provide the basic necessities of life. 
 
     (3) Homicide by abuse is a class A felony.  

[1987 c 187 § 1.] 

 

 
9A.32.060 
Manslaughter in the first degree. 

 
     *** CHANGE IN 2011 *** (SEE 5045.SL) *** 
 
(1) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the first degree when: 
 
     (a) He recklessly causes the death of another person; or 
 
     (b) He intentionally and unlawfully kills an unborn quick child by inflicting any injury upon the mother of such child. 
 
     (2) Manslaughter in the first degree is a class A felony.  

[1997 c 365 § 5; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.32.060.] 

 

 
9A.32.070 
Manslaughter in the second degree. 

 
     *** CHANGE IN 2011 *** (SEE 5045.SL) *** 
 
(1) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the second degree when, with criminal negligence, he causes the death of 
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another person. 
 
     (2) Manslaughter in the second degree is a class B felony.  

[1997 c 365 § 6; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.32.070.] 
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Chapter 9A.32.010 RCW 
Homicide defined 

Homicide is the killing of a human being by the act, procurement, or omission of another, death occurring at any time, 
and is either (1) murder, (2) homicide by abuse, (3) manslaughter, (4) excusable homicide, or (5) justifiable homicide.  

[1997 c 196 § 3; 1987 c 187 § 2; 1983 c 10 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.32.010.] 

Notes: 

Excusable homicide: RCW 9A.16.030.  

Justifiable homicide: RCW 9A.16.040 and 9A.16.050.  
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Chapter 9A.32.055 RCW 
Homicide by abuse 

(1) A person is guilty of homicide by abuse if, under circumstances manifesting an extreme indifference to human life, 
the person causes the death of a child or person under sixteen years of age, a developmentally disabled person, or a 
dependent adult, and the person has previously engaged in a pattern or practice of assault or torture of said child, 
person under sixteen years of age, developmentally disabled person, or dependent person. 
 
     (2) As used in this section, "dependent adult" means a person who, because of physical or mental disability, or 
because of extreme advanced age, is dependent upon another person to provide the basic necessities of life. 
 
     (3) Homicide by abuse is a class A felony.  

[1987 c 187 § 1.] 
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Title 230 WAC 
Gambling commission 

Chapters 

230-01 About the commission. 
230-03 Permitting and licensing rules. 
230-05 Fees. 
230-06 Rules for all licensees. 
230-07 Charitable and nonprofit rules. 
230-09 Fund-raising event rules. 
230-10 Bingo rules. 
230-11 Raffles. 
230-13 Amusement game rules. 
230-14 Punch board and pull-tab rules. 
230-15 Card game rules. 
230-16 Manufacturer, distributor, and gambling service supplier rules. 
230-17 Hearing rules. 
230-18 Promotional contests of chance not licensed by the Washington state gambling 

commission. 
230-21 Public disclosure. 
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Chapter 230-05 WAC 
Fees 

WAC Sections 

230-05-001 Prorating or refunding of fees. 
230-05-005 Fees for review of gambling equipment, supplies, services, or games.
230-05-010 Returned checks. 
230-05-015 Two-part payment plan for license fees. 
230-05-020 Charitable or nonprofit organization fees. 
230-05-025 Commercial stimulant fees. 
230-05-030 Fees for other businesses. 
230-05-035 Individuals license fees. 
 

 
230-05-001 
Prorating or refunding of fees. 

  (1) We may prorate organization license fees when we adjust expiration dates to schedule our workload. 
 
     (2) We may adjust expiration dates to end on the same day for organizations licensed for more than one activity. 
Whenever we adjust license expiration dates under this provision, we may prorate the required fees. 
 
     (3) We will not prorate or refund fees when: 
 
     (a) You discontinue your gambling activities; or 
 
     (b) You voluntarily surrender your license or permit; or 
 
     (c) We suspend or revoke your license. 
 
     (4) We keep a portion of your application fees whether we deny or administratively close your application or you 
withdraw it. 
 
     (5) If you are a commercial stimulant or a charitable or nonprofit licensee, you have one year from your license 
expiration to apply for a partial refund of your license fee if your annual gross gambling receipts are less than the 
minimum for your license class. After our approval, we refund you the difference between the fees you paid and the 
fees for the license class level you actually met. 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 07-21-116 (Order 617), § 230-05-001, filed 10/22/07, effective 1/1/08; 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-
001, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
 
 

 
230-05-005 
Fees for review of gambling equipment, supplies, services, or games. 

  You must apply to us if you want to submit gambling equipment, supplies, services, or games for our review. You 
must pay the application deposit before we perform the review. You must also reimburse us for any additional costs 
of the review. 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-005, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
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230-05-010 
Returned checks. 

  (1) If your bank returns your check for license fees to us for any reason, you must: 
 
     (a) Pay us in full, by certified check, money order, or cash, within five days of notification; and 
 
     (b) Pay an additional processing charge of thirty dollars. 
 
     (2) If you fail to pay within five days of notification: 
 
     (a) We will administratively close your application; or 
 
     (b) Your license expires and all gambling activity must stop. 
 
     (3) If we administratively close your application or your license expires, you must give us a new application with 
fees paid by certified check, money order, or cash in order to be considered for a license. 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-010, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
 
 

 
230-05-015 
Two-part payment plan for license fees. 

  (1) If you are renewing an annual license or applying for an additional license, you may pay the license fee in two 
payments if: 
 
     (a) You elect to participate; and 
 
     (b) The license fee is at least eight hundred dollars; and 
 
     (c) You pay an administrative processing fee as set out in WAC 230-05-020 or 230-05-030, plus one-half of the 
annual license fee at the time of application or renewal. 
 
     (2) We issue licenses under the two-part payment plan with an expiration date of not more than one year and a 
second-half payment due date. 
 
     (a) If we receive your second-half payment on or before the due date, the license will remain in effect until the 
expiration date. 
 
     (b) If you fail to submit the second-half payment on or before the due date, the license expires and gambling 
activities must stop. 
 
     (3) Your gross gambling receipts during the first-half payment period must not exceed fifty percent of the 
authorized class limitation for annual gross gambling receipts. Licensees whose gross gambling receipts exceed fifty 
percent of the authorized level must apply for a license at the appropriate license class and pay the full upgrade fee, 
plus an administrative processing fee, as set out in WAC 230-05-020 and 230-05-030. 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-015, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
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230-05-020 
Charitable or nonprofit organization fees. 

  Bona fide charitable and nonprofit organizations must pay the following fees to us when applying for gambling 
licenses, permits, miscellaneous changes, or inspection services: 
 
 
1. Amusement games 
 

License  
Annual Gross 

Gambling Receipts Fee  

Class A  Premises only  $58    

Class B  Up to $10,000  $58    

Class C  Up to $25,000  $319    

Class D  Up to $50,000  $513    

Class E  Over $50,000  $894    
 
2. Bingo 
 

License  

Annual 
Gross 

Gambling 
Receipts  Fee  

One Time 
Variance*  

Class A  Up to 
$25,000 

$58 $1,000  

Class B  Up to 
$75,000 

$185 $1,000  

Class C  Up to 
$150,000 

$380 $2,000  

Class D  Up to 
$350,000 

$1,026 $4,000  

Class E  Up to 
$650,000 

$1,732 $8,000  

Class F  Up to 
$1,500,000 

$3,486 $15,000  

Class G  Up to 
$2,000,000 

$5,028 $23,000  

Class H  Up to 
$3,000,000 

$6,722 $30,000  
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Class I  Up to 
$4,000,000 

$8,400 $38,000  

Class J  Up to 
$5,000,000 

$10,078 $45,000  

Class K  Up to 
$6,000,000 

$11,306 $53,000  

Class L  Up to 
$7,000,000 

$12,922 $60,000  

Class M  Up to 
$8,000,000 

$14,542 $65,000  

Class N  Up to 
$9,000,000 

$15,818 $70,000  

Class O  Up to 
$10,000,000 

$17,454 $75,000  

Class P  Up to 
$11,000,000 

$19,090 $80,000  

Class Q  Up to 
$12,000,000 

$22,908 $85,000  

Class R  Up to 
$13,000,000 

$26,180 $90,000  

Class S  Up to 
$14,000,000 

$29,454 $95,000  

 *See chapter 230-06 WAC, Exceeding license class.
 
3. Card games 
 

License  Description  Fee  

Class A  Nonhouse-banked - fee 
to play  

$641 

Class B  Limited card games - 
hearts, rummy, pitch, 
pinochle, and cribbage - 
fee to play  

$185 

Class C  Tournament only - no 
more than thirty 
consecutive days per 
tournament  

$58 
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Class D  Nonhouse-banked - no 
fee to play  

$58 

 
4. Fund-raising event 
 

License  Description  Fee  

Class A  One event - not more than 24 
consecutive hours  

  First time applicant  $380 

  Previously licensed 
applicant  

$223 

Class B  One event - not more than 72 
consecutive hours  

  First time applicant  $641 

  Previously licensed 
applicant  

$393 

Class C  Additional participant in 
joint event - not lead 
organization  

$185 

Class D  Limited fund-raising event - one 
event - not more than six 
consecutive hours  

  First time applicant  $167 

  Previously licensed 
applicant  

$111 

Class E  Fund-raising event 
equipment distributor - 
rents or leases 
equipment no more 
than ten times per year  

$253 

Class F  Fund-raising event 
equipment distributor - 
rents or leases 
equipment more than 
ten times per year  

$641 

 
5. Punch boards/pull-tabs 
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License  

Annual 
Gross 

Gambling 
Receipts  Fee  

One Time 
Variance*  

Class A  Up to 
$50,000 

$611 $5,000  

Class B  Up to 
$100,000 

$1,090 $5,000  

Class C  Up to 
$200,000 

$2,062 $10,000  

Class D  Up to 
$300,000 

$2,998 $10,000  

Class E  Up to 
$400,000 

$3,874 $10,000  

Class F  Up to 
$500,000 

$4,676 $10,000  

Class G  Up to 
$600,000 

$5,420 $10,000  

Class H  Up to 
$700,000 

$6,100 $10,000  

Class I  Up to 
$800,000 

$6,722 $10,000  

Class J  Up to 
$1,000,000 

$7,620 $20,000  

Class K  Up to 
$1,250,000 

$8,460 $25,000  

Class L  Up to 
$1,500,000 

$9,240 $25,000  

Class M  Up to 
$1,750,000 

$9,880 $25,000  

Class N  Up to 
$2,000,000 

$10,466 $25,000  

Class O  Up to 
$2,500,000 

$11,500 $30,000  

Class P  Up to 
$3,000,000 

$12,218 $35,000  
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Class Q  Up to 
$4,000,000 

$14,400 $40,000  

Class R  Up to 
$5,000,000 

$16,362 $50,000  

Class S  Up to 
$6,000,000 

$18,544 $60,000  

Class T  Up to 
$7,000,000 

$20,728 $70,000  

Class U  Up to 
$8,000,000 

$22,908 $80,000  

Class V  Over 
$8,000,000 

$25,090 $80,000  

 *See chapter 230-06 WAC, Exceeding license class.
 
6. Raffles 
 

License  
Annual Gross 

Gambling Receipts  Fee  

Class A  Up to $5,000  $58 

Class B  Up to $10,000  $185 

Class C  Up to $25,000  $380 

Class D  Up to $50,000  $641 

Class E  Up to $75,000  $1,026 

Class F  Over $75,000  $1,540 
 
7. Combination license 
 

License  Description  Fee  

Class A  Allows gross gambling 
receipts of up to 
$25,000 from bingo, 
$7,500 from raffles, and 
$7,500 from 
amusement games, not 
to exceed $30,000 
combined gross 
gambling receipts from 

$115   
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all such activities. 
Allows Class D card 
games.  

Class B  Allows gross gambling 
receipts of up to 
$60,000 from bingo, 
$15,000 from raffles, 
and $15,000 from 
amusement games, not 
to exceed $75,000 
combined gross 
gambling receipts from 
all such activities. 
Allows Class D card 
games.  

$300   

Class C  Allows gross gambling 
receipts of up to 
$125,000 from bingo, 
$30,000 from raffles, 
and $30,000 from 
amusement games, not 
to exceed $150,000 
combined gross 
gambling receipts from 
all such activities. 
Allows Class D card 
games.  

$696   

 
8. Special property bingo 
 

Once annually  $27 
 
9. Permits 
 

Recreational gaming activity  $58 
 
10. Changes 
 

Type  Fee  

Name  $27 

Location  $27 
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Fund-raising event date or time  $27 

License class  $27 

Duplicate license  $27 
 
11. Other fees 
 

Type  Fee  

Replacement 
identification 
stamps  

$27  

Failing to apply for 
license class 
upgrade  

Up to fifty percent of 
the difference 
between our fees for 
the licensee's 
present license class 
and the new license 
class or one 
thousand dollars, 
whichever is less, 
plus $26  

Review, inspection 
and/or evaluation of 
equipment, 
paraphernalia, 
services, or 
schemes  

Deposit and fees as 
required  

 
12. Two part payment plan participation 
 

Annual participation  $27 
 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 07-23-083 (Order 621), § 230-05-020, filed 11/20/07, effective 1/1/08; 07-03-082 (Order 606), § 230-05-
020, filed 1/18/07, effective 1/1/08; 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-020, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
 
 

 
230-05-025 
Commercial stimulant fees. 

  All commercial stimulant license applicants must pay the following fees to us when applying for gambling licenses: 
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1. Card games - Nonhouse-banked 
 
      

License  Description  Fee  

Class B  Up to five tables of 
limited card games - 
hearts, rummy, pitch, 
pinochle, and/or 
cribbage - fee to play  

$189 

Class C  Tournament only, no more than 
thirty consecutive days per 
tournament  

C-5  Up to five tables  $189 

C-10  Up to ten tables  $346 

C-15  Up to fifteen tables  $576 

Class D  Up to five tables - no 
fee to play  

$59 

Class E  Fee to play  

E-1  One table only  $460 

E-2  Up to two tables  $792 

E-3  Up to three tables  $1,318 

E-4  Up to four tables  $2,644 

E-5  Up to five tables  $3,980 

Additional 
tables  

Per table - up to a 
maximum of fifteen  

$1,152 

Class F  Endorsement/upgrade 
of Class E includes 
permission to use 
alternative fee 
collections and use of 
player-supported 
jackpots  

$1,732 

 
2. Card games - House-banked 
 
 
     All tables within a card room operating any house-banked card game must be licensed under this license class. 
 

62



License  Fee  

Annual  $6,944   

Additional fee per table - up to 
fifteen tables  

$1,732   

 
3. Punch boards and pull-tabs 
 

License  

Annual 
Gross 

Gambling 
Receipts  Fee  

One Time 
Variance*  

Class A  Up to 
$50,000 

$628 $5,000  

Class B  Up to 
$100,000 

$1,122 $5,000  

Class C  Up to 
$200,000 

$2,116 $10,000  

Class D  Up to 
$300,000 

$3,080 $10,000  

Class E  Up to 
$400,000 

$3,980 $10,000  

Class F  Up to 
$500,000 

$4,806 $10,000  

Class G  Up to 
$600,000 

$5,570 $10,000  

Class H  Up to 
$700,000 

$6,270 $10,000  

Class I  Up to 
$800,000 

$6,906 $10,000  

Class J  Up to 
$1,000,000 

$7,832 $20,000  

Class K  Up to 
$1,250,000 

$8,692 $25,000  

Class L  Up to 
$1,500,000 

$9,494 $25,000  

Class M  Up to $10,156 $25,000  
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$1,750,000 

Class N  Up to 
$2,000,000 

$10,756 $25,000  

Class O  Up to 
$2,500,000 

$11,820 $30,000  

Class P  Up to 
$3,000,000 

$12,218 $35,000  

Class Q  Up to 
$4,000,000 

$14,400 $40,000  

Class R  Up to 
$5,000,000 

$16,362 $50,000  

Class S  Up to 
$6,000,000 

$18,544 $60,000  

Class T  Up to 
$7,000,000 

$20,728 $70,000  

Class U  Up to 
$8,000,000 

$22,908 $80,000  

Class V  Over 
$8,000,000 

$25,090 $80,000  

 *See chapter 230-06 WAC, Exceeding license class.
 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 07-23-083 (Order 621), § 230-05-025, filed 11/20/07, effective 1/1/08; 07-03-082 (Order 606), § 230-05-
025, filed 1/18/07, effective 1/1/08; 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-025, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
 
 

 
230-05-030 
Fees for other businesses. 

  All other business license applicants must pay the following fees to us when applying for gambling licenses, 
miscellaneous changes, or inspection services: 
 
 
1. Commercial amusement games 
 

License  
Annual Gross 

Gambling Receipts Fee  

Class A  Premises only  *$327/$150 

Class B  Up to $50,000  $460 
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Class C  Up to $100,000  $1,184 

Class D  Up to $250,000  $2,644 

Class E  Up to $500,000  $4,640 

Class F  Up to $1,000,000  $7,968 

Class G  Over $1,000,000  $9,970 

 *We reduce the license fee by $177 when you apply for additional licenses at the same 
business premises, apply for multiple licenses at the same business premises, or a 
licensee is renewing an annual license. 

 
2. Distributor 
 

License  Annual Gross Sales  Fee  

Class A  Nonpunch board/pull-
tab only  

$659 

Class B  Up to $250,000  $1,318 

Class C  Up to $500,000  $1,980 

Class D  Up to $1,000,000  $2,644 

Class E  Up to $2,500,000  $3,446 

Class F  Over $2,500,000  $4,242 
 
3. Fund-raising event equipment distributor 
 

License  Description  Fee  

Class A  Rents or leases 
equipment for fund-
raising event or 
recreational gaming 
activity up to 10 times 
per year.  

$260 

Class B  Rents or leases 
equipment for fund-
raising event or 
recreational gaming 
activity more than 10 
times per year.  

$659 

 
4. Gambling service supplier 
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License  Fee  

Annual  $687 

Financing, consulting, and 
management contract review  

$143 

 
5. Linked bingo prize provider 
 

License  Fee  

Annual  $4,414 
 
6. Manufacturer 
 

License  Annual Gross Sales  Fee  

Class A  Pull-tab dispensing 
devices only  

$659 

Class B  Up to $250,000  $1,318 

Class C  Up to $500,000  $1,980 

Class D  Up to $1,000,000  $2,644 

Class E  Up to $2,500,000  $3,446 

Class F  Over $2,500,000  $4,242 
 
7. Permits 
 

Type  Description  Fee  

Agricultural 
fair  

One location and 
event only  

$27 

Agricultural fair 
annual permit  

Annual permit for 
specified different 
events and 
locations  

$189 

Recreational gaming activity  $59 

Manufacturer's special sales 
permit  

$211 

Punch board 
and pull-tab 

Initial application 
fee  

$236 
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service 
business 
permit  

Punch board 
and pull-tab 
service 
business 
permit  

Renewal  $56 

 
8. Changes 
 

Application  Description  Fee  

Name    $27 

Location    $27 

Business 
classification  

Same owners  $59 

Exceeding 
license class  

New class fee, 
less previous fee 
paid, plus  

$27 

Duplicate 
license  

  $27 

Corporate 
stock/limited 
liability 
company 
shares/units  

  $59 

License 
transfers  

  $59 

 
9. Other fees 
 

Type  Fee  

Defective punch 
board/pull-tab cost 
recovery fees  

Up to $100  

Failing to apply for 
license class 
upgrade  

Up to fifty percent of 
the difference 
between our fees for 
the licensee's 
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present license class 
and the new license 
class or one 
thousand dollars, 
whichever is less, 
plus $27  

Review of gambling 
equipment, supplies, 
services, or games  

Cost reimbursement 

 
10. Identification stamps 
 

Type  Fee  

(a) Punch boards and pull-tabs  

(i) Standard  Wagers fifty 
cents and 
below  

$.28 

  Wagers over 
fifty cents  

$1.11 

(ii) Progressive 
jackpot pull-tab 
series  

Per series  $11.19 

(iii) Pull-tab 
series with 
carry-over 
jackpots and 
cumulative 
prize pool pull-
tab series  

Per series  $1.11 

(b) Pull-tab dispensing devices  

(i) Mechanical 
and electro-
mechanical  

  $.28 

(ii) Electronic  Dispensing 
devices that 
require initial 
and ongoing 
evaluation of 
electronic 
components or 

$112.04

annually 
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functions, such 
as reading 
encoded data 
on pull-tabs, 
accounting for 
income or 
prizes  

Replacement 
of identification 
stamps  

  $26 

(c) Disposable bingo cards  

(i) Single game 
sets of 
individual cards 
or sheets of 
cards  

  $.28 

(ii) Multigame 
card packets  

  $1.22 

(iii) Cards used 
to play for 
linked bingo 
prizes  

Fee per 250 
cards  

$.44 

(iv) Cards used 
to play for 
linked bingo 
prizes  

Fee per 5,000 
cards  

$8.96 

(d) Coin or token-activated amusement 
games  

Annually - operated at any Class 
A amusement game license 
location  

$28.00 

(e) Electronic bingo card daubers  

Annual  $11.19 

(f) Electronic card facsimile table  

Annual  $381.50 
 
11. Two-part payment plan participation 
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Annual participation  $27 
 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 09-17-077 (Order 657), § 230-05-030, filed 8/14/09, effective 1/1/10; 07-23-083 (Order 621), § 230-05-
030, filed 11/20/07, effective 1/1/08; 07-03-082 (Order 606), § 230-05-030, filed 1/18/07, effective 1/1/08; 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-
030, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
 
 

 
230-05-035 
Individuals license fees. 

  Individuals must pay the following fees to us when they apply for gambling licenses, permits, miscellaneous 
changes: 
 
 
1. Charitable or nonprofit gambling manager 
 

License  Fee  

Original  $185 

Renewal  $88 

Change of employer  $88 
 
2. Linked bingo prize provider representative 
 

License  Fee  

Original  $260 

Renewal  $158 
 
3. Commercial gambling manager 
 

License  Fee  

Original  $189 

Renewal  $90 

Change of employer  $90 
 
4. Distributor's or gambling services supplier's representative 
 

License  Fee  

Original  $260 
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Renewal  $158 
 
5. Manufacturer's representative  
 

License  Fee  

Original  $260 

Renewal  $158 
 
6. Public card room employee 
 

License  Fee  

Class A - Performs card room employee 
duties in a Class E card room  

Original  $189 

Renewal  $90 

Class B - Performs card room employee 
duties in enhanced and house-banked card 
rooms  

Original, in-state  $258 

Original, out-of-state  $320 

Renewal  $158 

Transfer/additional 
employee/conversion/emergency 
waiver request  

$61 

 
7. Other fees 
 

Change of name  $27 

Duplicate license  $27 
 
8. Military personnel returning from service 
 
 
If a license expires while an individual is on active military service, the individual may apply to have their license 
reissued at the renewal fee. The application must be received within six months after completing their active military 
service. The applicant must provide evidence of the completion date of active military service. 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 07-23-083 (Order 621), § 230-05-035, filed 11/20/07, effective 1/1/08; 07-03-082 (Order 606), § 230-05-
035, filed 1/18/07, effective 1/1/08; 06-13-069 (Order 600), § 230-05-035, filed 6/19/06, effective 1/1/08; 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-
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035, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
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Chapter 230-05-005 WAC  
Fees for review of gambling equipment, supplies, services, or games 

  You must apply to us if you want to submit gambling equipment, supplies, services, or games for our review. You 
must pay the application deposit before we perform the review. You must also reimburse us for any additional costs 
of the review. 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 9.46.070. 06-07-157 (Order 457), § 230-05-005, filed 3/22/06, effective 1/1/08.] 
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THANK YOU
for choosing IPE for your  

continuing education needs.

Please visit our website at  
www.ipe-sems.com  
for a complete list of  

upcoming learning opportunities.
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