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Career Success: Get in “the Zone” 

By Cordell Parvin on December 22nd, 2014 

What are attributes of the most successful lawyers I coach? 

Even if you are not a sports fan, you likely would enjoy watching Michael Jordan play in the NBA 

championship or Wayne Gretsky play in the Stanley Cup Championship. These two great athletes 

made it look effortless and were at the top of their game when it was needed by their team the most. 

I loved watching them because they were so focused on what they needed to accomplish. 

                                         

In the book Michael Jordan Speaks by Janet Lowe, Michael explains what it means to be in the zone 

on the court.  

Once you get into the moment, you know you’re there. Things start to move slowly, 

you start to see the court very well. You start reading what the defense is trying to do. 

And I saw that, I saw that moment. 

Wayne Gretzky was once asked the difference between a good hockey player and a great one. He 

reportedly answered:  

A good hockey player plays where the puck is. A great hockey player plays where the 

puck is going to be. 
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What then is the lawyer equivalent of being in the zone? I think first it means being in the moment. 

The best lawyers I know work when they are working and are focused on what they are doing. For 

many of us we are so very easily distracted by emails or someone coming in the office to chat about 

the weekend. 

What can you do to start 2015, “in the zone?”  

What is the lawyer equivalent of playing to where the puck is going to be? I think it is anticipating our 

clients’ needs before they have expressed them. We can really differentiate ourselves from other 

lawyers when we are looking ahead in that way. 
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