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Arizona’s criminal code classifies crimes as either felonies or misdemeanors. The punishments that come 

with felonies and misdemeanors differ in a big way. There are six categories within a felony charge. 

Depending on the severity of the crime, it may be classified as a class 6 felony, the least severe, or a 

class 1 felony, which is the most severe. 

Class 1 Felony: A class one felony is reserved for the most severe crimes. The punishment that comes 

with a class one felony can be as much as life in prison or as little as twenty-five years in prison. The 

death penalty can also be imposed if the crime is serious enough. The death penalty is generally used for 

first-degree murder cases. 

Class 2 Felony: The punishment that comes with class 2 felonies can range from twenty years to life in 

prison. 

Class 3 Felony: Class 3 felonies can carry a sentence of five to twenty years in a state prison. 

Class 4 Felony: When someone is convicted of a class 4 felony, he or she may serve two to ten years in 

prison. 

Class 5 Felony: Class 5 felonies carry a prison sentence that ranges from one to ten years. 

Class 6 Felony: This is the lowest felony class, which carries a sentence of one to five years in prison. 

Depending on the felony conviction and the crime, a fine can also be imposed. The fine could range from 

as little as $2,500 to as much as $100,000. 

The amount of time served and the fines imposed can vary greatly depending on whether the person is 

a first time offender or a repeat offender. The judge can also use his or her discretion when it comes to 

sentencing and fines. 

If you’ve been convicted of a felony in the state of Arizona, you’ll want an experienced Arizona criminal 

attorney at your side. 

Jeremy Geigle is a criminal defense attorney and shareholder at JacksonWhite.  He has been practicing  

over 8 years and has handled thousands of felony and misdemeanor counts.  He works in both adult and  

juvenile court handling DUIs, aggravated felonies and sex crimes in Arizona.  He works in Federal, State  

and local jurisdictions including Phoenix, Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler, Scottsdale, Glendale, Tempe and  

Peoria.  Mr. Geigle is a 5-Star-Client-Rated Attorney on Avvo. To read more about what former clients  

are saying about hiring Mr. Geigle or to set up a free consultation, please visit 

www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-defense-law.  

 

Founded in 1983, JacksonWhite P.C. offers a full -range of services to assist individuals, families and 

businesses with their legal needs. Since its inception, the Mesa firm has grown steadily to include 22 

highly experienced attorneys and over 40 paralegals, legal assistants and staff. At this size, the firm is 



large enough to offer the efficiency and technical expertise of larger firms, yet small enough to provide  

clients with individualized, personalized attention. JacksonWhite has multiple offices around the state of 

Arizona including a Mesa, Casa Grande and Peoria locations. For more information on a specific attorney 

or area of practice, please visit www.jacksonwhitelaw.com, or www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-

defense-law.  


