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2014 DIVERSITY VISA LOTTERY PROGRAM REGISTRATION 

By 

Michael Phulwani, Esq. and David H. Nachman, Esq. 

 

Immigration & Nationality Act makes available up to 55,000 permanent resident 

immigrant visas each year by random selection through a Diversity Visa lottery (DV). 

The annual DV program makes permanent residence visas available to persons meeting 

the simple, but strict, eligibility requirements. Diversity Visa entries are chosen by a 

computer-generated random lottery drawing. The visas are distributed among six 

geographic regions with a greater number of visas going to regions with lower rates of 

immigration, and no visas going to citizens of countries sending more than 50,000 

immigrants to the U.S. in the past five years. Within each region, no one country may 

receive more than 7% of the available Diversity Visas in any one year. 

 

The Department of State has announced that registration for the 2014 Diversity Visa 

(DV) Lottery begins at noon EDT on OCTOBER 2, 2012. Person seeking to enter the 

lottery program must register online through the designated Internet website 

www.dvlottery.state.gov during the registration period (i.e. from noon EDT October 2, 

2012 through noon EDT November 3, 2012). 

 

The Department of State implemented the electronic registration system in 2003 year 

for the 2005 Diversity Visa Lottery to improve efficiency and make the process less 

prone to fraud, thus making it less vulnerable to use by persons who may pose a threat 

to the security interests of the United States. The Department continues to encourage 

persons who wish to enter the 2014 Diversity Visa Lottery to submit their information 

early in the two-month registration period. Heavy demand may result in website delays. 

No entries will be accepted after noon EDT on November 3, 2012. 

 

NOTE: There is no fee charged for entering the Diversity Visa Lottery. The Department 

of State does not endorse, recommend, or sponsor any information or material from 

outside entities. The Department is not aware that websites and e-mail have masqueraded 

as Official Diversity Visa Lottery facilitators. Registration from the Diversity Visa 

Lottery through the official U.S. government website, www.dvlottery.state.gov, is free of 

charge and notifications of winning entries are sent by mail only. Paper entries and mail-

in requests for Diversity Visa Lottery registration are not accepted. 

 

For DV-2014, natives of the following countries are not eligible to apply because the 

countries sent a total of more than 50,000 immigrants to the United States in the previous 

five years: BANGLADESH, BRAZIL, CANADA, CHINA (mainland-born), 

COLOMBIA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, ECUADOR, EL SALVADOR, HAITI, 

INDIA, JAMAICA, MEXICO, PAKISTAN, PERU, PHILIPPINES, SOUTH KOREA, 

UNITED KINGDOM (except Northern Ireland) and its dependent territories, and 

VIETNAM.  
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Persons born in Hong Kong SAR, Macau SAR, and Taiwan are eligible.  

 

Guatemala and Poland have been added to the list of eligible countries and Bangladesh 

has been removed from the eligible list. 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTRY 

 

• To enter the DV lottery, you must be a native of one of the listed countries.  

 

Native of a country whose natives qualify: In most cases, this means the 

country in which you were born. However, there are two other ways you may be 

able to qualify. First, if you were born in a country whose natives are ineligible 

but your spouse was born in a country whose natives are eligible, you can claim 

your spouse’s country of birth—provided that both you and your spouse are on 

the selected entry, are issued visas, and enter the United States simultaneously. 

Second, if you were born in a country whose natives are ineligible, but neither of 

your parents was born there or resided there at the time of your birth, you may 

claim nativity in one of your parents’ countries of birth if it is a country whose 

natives qualify for the DV-2014 program. 

 

• To enter the lottery, you must meet either the education or work experience 

requirement of the DV program: You must have either a high school education 

or its equivalent, defined as successful completion of a 12-year course of 

elementary and secondary education; OR two years of work experience within the 

past five years in an occupation requiring at least two years of training or 

experience to perform.  

 

If you cannot meet either of these requirements, you should NOT submit an entry to the 

DV program. 

 

PROCEDURES FOR SUBMITTING AN ENTRY TO DV-2014 

 

• The Department of State will only accept completed E-DV entry forms 

submitted electronically at www.dvlottery.state.gov during the registration 

period between noon EDT (GMT -4), Tuesday, October 2, 2012 and noon, EDT 

(GMT -4), Saturday, November 3, 2012. 

 

� All entries by an individual will be disqualified if more than ONE entry 

for that individual is received, regardless of who submitted the entry. You 

may prepare and submit your own entry or have someone submit the entry 

for you. 
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� A successfully registered entry will result in a confirmation screen 

containing your name and a unique confirmation number. You should 

print this confirmation screen for your records using the print function of 

your web browser and ensure that you retain your confirmation number. 

Starting May 1, 2013, you will be able to check the status of your DV-

2014 entry by returning to www.dvlottery.state.gov Entry Status 

Check and entering your unique confirmation number and personal 

information. 
 

� Paper entries will not be accepted. 

 

 

• It is very important that all required photographs be submitted. Your entry 

will be disqualified if all required photographs are not submitted. Recent 

photographs of the following people must be submitted electronically with the E-

DV entry form: 

 

� You 

� Your spouse 

� Each unmarried child under 21 years of age at the time of your electronic 

entry, including all natural children as well as all legally adopted children 

and stepchildren, even if a child no longer resides with you or you do not 

intend for a child to immigrate under the DV program. 

 

Failure to submit the required photographs for your spouse and each child listed 

will result in an incomplete entry to the E-DV system. The entry will not be accepted 

and must be resubmitted. 

 

• A spouse or child who is already a U.S. citizen or a Lawful Permanent Resident 

will not require or be issued a DV visa. However, you should include all family 

members in your registration and photos of each person who will receive a DV 

visa. Group or family photographs will not be accepted; there must be a separate 

photograph for each family member. 

 

• Entries are subject to disqualification and visa refusal for cases in which the 

photographs are not recent or have been manipulated or fail to meet the 

specifications explained below. 

 

 

Please remember that a winner under the DV Lottery Program, if presently residing in the 

U.S. in valid legal status or someone who is eligible under Section 245 (i) of the 

Immigration & Nationality Act (INA), may apply for Adjustment of Status in the U.S. 

 



 

 
                                              VISASERVE Plaza      487 Goffle Road      Ridgewood, NJ 07450 
                                       Tel: 201.670.0006      Fax: 201.670.0009      info@visaserve.com    

                                                           www.visaserve.com & www.visaserve-entertainment.com     

It is strongly recommended that applicants for the DV Lottery Program should be careful 

in seeking assistance from unethical or persons who make false representations about 

assisting in winning the lottery. There is a lot of internet fraud and unsolicited e-mails 

from criminals who commit fraud in such scams. There are no costs or fees to register for 

the DV Lottery Program. 

 

For detailed information, you may visit the website, www.dvlottery.state.gov. 

 

For further information about entry requirements, you can contact our office, NPZ Law 

Group, P.C., at 201-670-0006 or send us an e-mail at michael@phulwanilaw.com or 

david_nachman@visaserve.com.  

 

 

 


