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By Matthew Crider, JD 

Family Wealth Protection Attorney 

We’ve written before about the importance of reviewing and updating your estate plan, 
but it’s a topic worth mentioning again—especially in light of the many recent changes 
to estate tax law.  The plain truth is that no matter how perfect your estate plan is when 
you create it, change is inevitable, and when your life (or the tax law) changes, it’s 
important that your estate plan change with it.   

Reviewing your estate plan every 2-5 years is essential to keeping it up to date and 
working the way you intended it to work. Luckily, reviewing your estate plan can be 
quick and easy if you know what you’re looking for.  Here are 5 key components you’ll 
want to review:  

Fiduciaries-How have the people in your life moved or changed? 

Assets-Are your finances different than they were a few years ago? 

Distribution and Beneficiaries-Are there any new members of your family? 

Health Care-What changes have you experienced in your health recently? 

Legal Updates-Have the laws changed? 

If we’re lucky, our lives are constantly changing—our families evolve, our finances 
improve or decline, we meet and form strong relationships with knowledgeable friends 
and professionals. It only makes sense that your estate plan should change too.  What 
seemed best for your family 4 years ago might not be the ideal situation now.  By 
reviewing and updating these 5 components on a regular basis, and touching base with 
your attorney, you will insure that your estate plan will continue to protect yourself and 
your family the way you intended it to when you first created it. 
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About Matthew Crider, J.D. 

Matthew Crider formed Crider Law PC in 1999 so he could help 
individuals and business owners by providing creative solutions and 
be their trusted advisor and legal counselor. He serves his clients 
by listening closely to their goals, dreams and concerns and 
working with them to develop superior and comprehensive estate 
and asset protection plans. His estate planning practice focuses on 
preserving and growing wealth by providing comprehensive, highly 
personalized estate planning counsel to couples, families, 
individuals and businesses. 
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