
Drug Injury Watch: Prolia And Femur Fractures: Three Recent 
Case Reports Indicate A Possible Safety Issue For This 
Relatively New Drug From Amgen 

While Prolia Is An Alternative To Bisphosphonates Such As Fosamax, It 
Has Similar Increased Risk Of Low-Stress Femur Fractures Side Effect 

(Posted by Tom Lamb at www.DrugInjuryWatch.com on August 12, 2014) 

SUMMARY: Prolia (denosumab) is an alternative approach to the treatment of osteoporosis that 

was approved by the FDA in 2010. Like bisphosphonates, Prolia is an antiresorptive drug. As 

such, it is not surprising that we are starting to hear about cases of stress fractures or low-stress 

fractures of the femur in patients using Prolia. And given the short time it has been on the market, 

we fully expect the number of femur fracture cases associated with Prolia to increase. 

Relevant to the three case reports are these so-called "Dear Doctor" letters sent in late 2012 by 

the drug company that sells Prolia in the US and Canada to healthcare providers warning them 

about the risk of atypical or unusual thigh bone / femur fractures is patients using Prolia: 

 9/12/12 Amgen "Dear Doctor" Letter in US:  Serious risks associated with the use of 

Prolia  

 11/21/12 Amgen Canada Inc. "Dear Doctor" Letter in Canada:  Prolia® (denosumab) - 

Risk of Unusual Thigh Bone Fractures 

We will continue to monitor this emerging drug safety issue that will likely affect more patients as 

the number of Prolia prescriptions increases in the coming years. 

[Read this article in full at original source] 

Earlier articles by attorney Tom Lamb on the Side Effects Blog: 

 More Medical Evidence Indicates That Statin Drugs Like Lipitor Can Cause New-Onset 

Type 2 Diabetes  

 AndroGel / Axiron / Testim: Heart Attacks, Strokes, And Other Cardiovascular Problems 

Will Be Subject Of FDA Advisory Panel Meeting In September 2014  

 When Someone Using Benicar Is Diagnosed With Celiac Disease They May Have, 

Instead, Developed Drug Induced Sprue-Like Enteropathy Or Intestinal Malabsorption  

 Summer 2014 Update: Testosterone "Low-T" Drugs: New FDA Safety Warnings; Recent 

Medical Journal Article About Heart Risks Of Injectable TRT Products  

 June 2014 Benicar FDA Drug Safety Communication: Did It Decrease Or Increase Public 

Concern About The Risk Of Cardiovascular Death 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Attorney Tom Lamb represents people in personal injury and wrongful death cases involving 
unsafe prescription drugs or medication errors. The above article was posted originally on his 
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blog, Drug Injury Watch – with live links and readers’ Comments. 
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