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Important Facts Attorneys Should Know About Realtime Court Reporting 
 
The days of frantically scribbling down notes on testimony are long gone and legal professionals are breathing a 
sigh of relief. The development of realtime court reporting has been incredibly advantageous to attorneys: by taking 
the guesswork out of recalling testimony, realtime allows legal professionals more accurate and successful usage of 
case-related information and materials. This innovation only makes the choice of the right court reporting services 
firm more crucial. 

 

What is Realtime Court Reporting? 
Realtime court reporting is the instantaneous translation of the stenographer's notes into English. When a certified 
court reporter (RPR) takes down the record, attorneys will immediately be able to view a draft of the testimony on 
their laptops and with litigation support software they can flag and annotate portions of the testimony for future 
reference. Realtime court reporting sessions can also be setup to connect with state-of-the-art Internet depositions, 
which allows for a live transcript and video feed to be streamed over the Internet to remote participants. 

 

Why Realtime Court Reporting Is Important for Attorneys? 
Realtime court reporting is a powerful tool for depositions. With realtime, there is no waiting for transcript turnaround 
to view the testimony in your case. Instead, attorneys can view the record instantaneously, allowing them to search 
for keywords and highlight specific passages or mark important testimony for later review. Realtime also gives 
attorneys the ability to impeach live testimony; with a rough transcript in front of them, attorneys can challenge a key 
point or ask for clarification of a statement.  
 
Also, the live feed aids the comprehension of the testimony as it happens. If the sound quality in the room is bad or 
if certain participants mumble or have accents, the court reporter (who is trained to be sensitive to these things) will 
take down the record, which can be immediately translated onto the screen so that everyone in the room can 
understand the testimony.  
 
Realtime court reporting has benefits beyond the proceeding, as well. Colleagues can be kept informed of the 
developments in the case by copy and pasting portions of the transcript into e-mails for review and additional 
research. Synchronized with video, the draft can be viewed as a closed caption program, making it easier to search 
and locate the exact point at which a topic was discussed for later use. The ability to clarify the proceedings and 
organize case-related materials is what makes realtime court reporting so efficient: with it, attorneys can avoid the 
additional time, expense, and hassle of a secondary deposition. 

 

Where to find a Certified Realtime Court Reporter? 
An attorney's case can be won or lost on the strength of the information they have; if that information is incorrect, 
then the likelihood of a successful outcome drops. If an attorney were to highlight or search for a part of any realtime 
testimony to build their case and there was something wrong with the record, they may not have firm ground for the 
line of questioning and lose the point to the opposition.  
 
The best realtime court reporters will have a record of speed and accuracy on their side, as well as professionalism 
and familiarity with realtime court reporting protocols. Most importantly, they will have a huge base of knowledge 
that includes when and how to ask for clarification on things that they don't understand. 
 
When it comes to case information, every little word matters -- that's why it is crucial that attorneys choose a full 
service court reporting services firm that can provide quality certified realtime court reporters for all of their legal 
needs. 
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