
Can a Police Officer in Phoenix, AZ Stop and Question Me on the Street? 

JacksonWhite, P.C. 

It is perfectly within the scope of Arizona law for a police officer in Phoenix AZ to randomly stop and 

question you on the street, even if you don’t think you have done anything wrong. A police officer is also 

allowed to come up to you and ask you questions and/or ask for your permission to search through 

anything in your possession, such as a backpack or bag, etc. Even if the officer has no reason to suspect 

that you have committed an illegal act, they can still stop you and ask you a question at any time while 

you are walking down the street. 

However, it is illegal for a police officer to stop you and imply that Arizona law requires you to answer 

the officer’s questions or consent to a search. For example, should a police officer make it seem as 

though you must respond to a question or allow them to look through your possessions while you are 

simply walking down the street and minding your own business, you have the right to politely continue 

on your way without responding to any of the officer’s inquiries? Generally speaking, Arizona law 

protects you from having to answer a question or consent to a search from a police officer if you have 

done nothing wrong. 

If you have been stopped, questioned and then arrested by a police officer in Phoenix AZ, you should 

consider talking to a Phoenix AZ criminal defense attorney, especially if you have also been charged with 

a crime. You can benefit from a consultation with an attorney who understands Arizona criminal 

defense law because they can point out any instances where your rights might have been violated. 

### 

Jeremy Geigle is a criminal defense attorney and shareholder at JacksonWhite.  He has been practicing 

over 8 years and has handled thousands of felony and misdemeanor counts.  He works in both adult and 

juvenile court handling DUIs, aggravated felonies and sex crimes in Arizona.  He works in Federal, State 

and local jurisdictions including Phoenix, Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler, Scottsdale, Glendale, Tempe and 

Peoria.  Mr. Geigle is a 5-Star-Client-Rated Attorney on Avvo. To read more about what former clients 

are saying about hiring Mr. Geigle or to set up a free consultation, please visit 

www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-defense-law.  

 

Founded in 1983, JacksonWhite P.C. offers a full -range of services to assist individuals, families and 

businesses with their legal needs. Since its inception, the Mesa firm has grown steadily to include 22 

highly experienced attorneys and over 40 paralegals, legal assistants and staff. At this size, the firm is 

large enough to offer the efficiency and technical expertise of larger firms, yet small enough to provide 

clients with individualized, personalized attention. JacksonWhite has multiple offices around the state of 

Arizona including Mesa, Casa Grande and Peoria locations. For more information on a specific attorney 

or an area of practice, please visit www.jacksonwhitelaw.com, or www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-

defense-law.  


