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Career Success: Why You Should Relentlessly Chase Perfection

By Cordell Parvin on December 18th, 2014

If you have read my blog posts over the years, you know that several people have greatly influenced
my life by the way they lived theirs. | have written about my dad, Coach John Wooden and Coach
Vince Lombardi. All three of them helped me see the importance of never being content and always

striving to learn and become the best lawyer | was capable of becoming.

In 2013, | wrote: Who Has Had the Greatest Influence on Your Life? If you have a couple of minutes

go back and read that one again.

A few years ago, | watched the HBO documentary about Vince Lombardi. | urge you to take the 90
minutes and watch it. As you will see when you watch it, Coach Lombardi inspired and influenced
his players. He loved them and they loved him. Near the end of the documentary, the announcer
says Vince Lombardi inspired many who never played for him. | was one of those many who he

inspired.

You can watch a short preview here: HBO Sports Documentary: Lombardi Tease (HBO)

HBO Sports Documentary: Lombardi Tease (HBO)
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In the documentary, quarterback Bart Starr remembers Lombardi telling the team shortly after he

became head coach:

Gentlemen, we are going to relentlessly chase perfection, knowing full well we will not
catch it, because nothing is perfect. But we are going to relentlessly chase it, because

in the process we will catch excellence.

Starr said after he heard that he about jumped out of his seat. He was ready to go out and chase

perfection.

One of the important words in the quote is “relentlessly.” My hope for you in 2015

is that you will “relentlessly” chase perfection. Your joy will come from the pursuit and the feeling you

are catching excellence in your career and life.
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Cordell M. Parvin built a national construction practice during his 35 years practicing law. At Jenkens & Gilchrist, Mr. Parvin was
the Construction Law Practice Group Leader and was also responsible for the firm’s attorney development practice. While there he
taught client development and created a coaching program for junior partners. In 2005, Mr. Parvin left the firm and started Cordell
Parvin LLC. He now works with lawyers and law firms on career development and planning and client development. He is the
co-author of Say Ciao to Chow Mein: Conquering Career Burnout and other books for lawyers. To learn more visit his Web site,

www.cordellparvin.com or contact him at cparvin@cordellparvin.com.
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