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T.J. Lane was sentenced to three life sentences after killing and injuring students during a high school 
shooting spree. He escaped from an Ohio prison last month, but was captured and taken back into 
custody. 

Lane was serving time at the Allen Correctional Facility. The 19-year-old broke out in early September, 
accompanied by two other prisoners. They escaped by scaling the main perimeter fence. All three were 
eventually captured.  

Lane was returned to custody early Friday after he was found 100 yards from the facility. The capture of 
the three escapees was made possible due to the promptness on behalf of the Ohio State Patrols. The 
patrol quickly created a perimeter. An investigation on the escape is in process.  

Chardon School District was closed due to the escape. A representative explained, “The safety and well-
being of our students, staff, and community remain our highest priority.” 

2013 Case 
On February 27, 2012, Lane fired shots at Chardon High School. The shots killed three students and 
wounded three others.  In 2013, Lane displayed a crude behavior in court. When individuals described 
him as a monster he laughed. He would say cruel and vile words to the families who had lost children in 
the shooting, and insulted them with offensive hand signals.  

When the judge pronounced his sentencing he chuckled. Immediately after his sentencing, Lane 
reportedly unbuttoned his shirt to display a t-shirt with the word ‘killer’ scribbled across the front.  

Exceptionally Smart 
Lane’s lawyer, Ian Friedman, was not shocked to hear of the escape. He explained, “T.J. Lane is 
exceptionally smart there is no doubt about that. If anyone could escape it would have to be someone 
of that level of intelligence.” Freidman told ABC News, “People ask me if he is dangerous. The facts 
speak for themselves.” 

Escape in the Second Degree in AZ 

A.R.S. 13-2503 defines second-degree escape as a person knowingly escaping or attempting to escape 
from custody imposed as a result of having been arrested, found guilty of, or charged with a felony. 
Escape in the second-degree is a class 5 felony in Arizona 

Consequences for Breaking Out of Prison in Arizona 

According to A.R.S. 31-342, any person who is convicted of escape from custody is liable for any costs 
incurred in their apprehension, including food, lodging, and travel during transportation of the person to 
the correctional facility.  

 Jeremy Geigle is a criminal defense attorney and shareholder at JacksonWhite.  He has been practicing  
over 8 years and has handled thousands of felony and misdemeanor counts.  He works in both adult and  
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juvenile court handling DUIs, aggravated felonies and sex crimes in Arizona.  He works in Federal, State  
and local jurisdictions including Phoenix, Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler, Scottsdale, Glendale, Tempe and  
Peoria.  Mr. Geigle is a 5-Star-Client-Rated Attorney on Avvo. To read more about what former clients  
are saying about hiring Mr. Geigle or to set up a free consultation, please visit 
www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-defense-law.  
 
Founded in 1983, JacksonWhite P.C. offers a full -range of services to assist individuals, families and 
businesses with their legal needs. Since its inception, the Mesa firm has grown steadily to include 22 
highly experienced attorneys and over 40 paralegals, legal assistants and staff. At this size, the firm is 
large enough to offer the efficiency and technical expertise of larger firms, yet small enough to provide  
clients with individualized, personalized attention. JacksonWhite has multiple offices around the state of 
Arizona including a Mesa, Casa Grande and Peoria locations. For more information on a specific attorney 
or area of practice, please visit www.jacksonwhitelaw.com, or www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-
defense-law.  
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