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ConAgra Foods, Inc. and ConAgra Grocery Products, LLC, have agreed to settle alleged violations
of the Clean Water Act’s Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) requirements and
the Facility Response Plan (FRP) regulations. The violations were identified by EPA Region 4
during an October 2007 inspection at ConAgra’s plant in Memphis, Tennessee, that refines crude
vegetable oil into cooking oils for consumer and commercial use.

The SPCC regulations at 40 CFR Part 112 require covered facilities to prepare SPCC Plans designed
to prevent, control, and provide adequate countermeasures to spills or discharges of oil into
navigable waters. ConAgra’s plant housed 113 aboveground storage tanks with capacity to store
over 14 million gallons of vegetable oil. EPA identified deficiencies in the facility’s SPCC Plan and
implementing obligation including:

Management had not approved the SPCC Plan (with signature and date);
Container compatibility in conformance with the regulations was not discussed in
the SPCC Plan;

Integrity testing was not discussed in the SPCC Plan;

Insufficient training;

Inadequate secondary containment;

Failure to conduct appropriate integrity tests and inadequate records.

EPA also identified deficiencies with the plant’s Facility Response Plan. In settling the alleged
violations, ConAgra has agreed to pay a $475,000 civil penalty. In addition, ConAgra must
implement a formal tank integrity testing program in accordance with APl 653 and submit annual
reports certifying compliance.
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http://www.justice.gov/enrd/ConsentDecrees/ENV_ENFORCEMENT-2399975-v1-Conagra_Filed_Complaint.PDF
http://www.justice.gov/enrd/ConsentDecrees/ENV_ENFORCEMENT-2399975-v1-Conagra_Filed_Complaint.PDF
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/10/22/2013-24336/notice-of-lodging-of-consent-decree-pursuant-to-the-clean-air-act
http://www.epa.gov/ceppo/web/content/spcc/
http://www.justice.gov/enrd/ConsentDecrees/ENV_ENFORCEMENT-2400038-v1-Lodged_Consent_Decree.PDF
http://www.justice.gov/enrd/ConsentDecrees/ENV_ENFORCEMENT-2400038-v1-Lodged_Consent_Decree.PDF

