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Twitter Tutorials - Follow and Be Followed

Now that we've got our Twitter profile ready for it's
debut, it's time to start following people. Yes, this
sounds a bit stalker-ish, and it is, a little, because
you're subscribing to whatever someone else wants
to tweet.

But although there are people out there tweeting
about everything they ate for breakfast, you don't
have to do this - there can be some use in tweeting if
you've eaten out at a great restaurant, but we'll cover
subjects to tweet on in a future post!

So let's begin by logging into our home page again.
If you left the box checked yesterday to keep you
signed in on Twitter, going to twitter.com will
automatically take you to your home page.
Otherwise, you may need to sign in again.

Because we didn't follow anyone yesterday, we've still got a lot of options listed for
getting started, thanks to Twitter.
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1. Follow your first 10 accounts

« Browse popular accounts by interest
« Look for your friends

. Search

2. Get Twitter on your phone

« Set up mobile notifications
« Download a Twitter application to your phone

3. Set up your profile

« Upload a profile picture
« Write ashort bio

Find Friends

Use the services below to find people you know on Twitter
™M Gmail
®! vahoo
M Windows Live Hotmail / Messenger

B aoL

I:El LinkedIn

Who to follow - refresh - view all

iTunesMusic iTunes Music £ - Follow
E Official music updates for the U8, iTunes Store incl...

BowWow Bow Wow &3 - Follow
Cash Money Records Management Email contact fo...

tyrabanks Tyra Banks €2 - Follow
Author of Madelland! (Ot NOW!) Businessusomaon

We're going to start by looking for friends, which is the second section here. We have
five options - gmail, Yahoo!, Hotmail, AOL or LinkedIn. You can use any or all of these
to search for people you might already know. Let's go with Yahoo! to start with, since |
use that for my personal emails.

I'll click the Yahoo! link which pops up a new window where | have to authorize Twitter's
access of my Yahoo! account:



YAHOC)’ Hi, Lindsay ~ | Sign Out | Help

Click "Agree" to allow sharing of Yahoo! info with Twitter.

You are authorizing access fo:
£ Yahoo! Contacts

Agree

By clicking Agree you are agreeing to the Yahoo! Additional Terms of Service.

Copyrght 2011 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
Copyright/IP Policy | Terms of Service | Guide to Online Security | Privacy Policy

I'll click "Agree" (You may also be required to sign in using your username and
password for Yahoo! or the account you're accessing) and I'm logged back into Twitter,
which searches for my contacts using their email addresses. | get a page of those who
are on Twitter:

Your Yahoo contacts - Try another service > Follow all 73
Invite 960 to join Twitter S et
J_M_Adamo Sergey_Aksenov AmberDAlbert
Janet Adamo & Sergey Aksenov Amber D Albert

-

Y
)
Follow 1~ Follow 1~ Follow 1~
ialexiou2009 mike7pilot CFBarrett
John Alexiou Mike Barlow CFBarrett

Follow 1~ Follow 1~ Follow 1~




It also notes at the top that 960 of my contacts are not on Twitter. | can invite them to
join if  want to, but | generally recommend against this - people will join what they want
to, and it always irritates me to get emails from people inviting me to join things.

From this page, we can start to "follow" people. This means we consent to see their
tweets on our home page. As I've mentioned before, using the Twitter website isn't the
best option for this in my book, but we'll talk about third party applications that make this
simpler in the future.

Another note is that until you have 2,000 followers, you will be restricted to following
only 2,000 people. This is one of the ways that Twitter tries to cut down on spammers
following everyone under the sun.

At the top of the page, you'll see one general follow button that says "Follow all 73" - if |
wanted to follow everyone on this page, | can click that as one step. Otherwise, | can
go through each of the individual accounts to decide if | want to follow them or not. |
prefer the latter so that | can follow people more strategically.

Before we get started with following people, you'll see that next to the "follow" button
under each person's profile, there's another button with a silhouette and a down arrow.
That gives you a drop down menu like this:

J_M_Adamo Sergey_Aksenov
Janet Adamo & Sergey Aksenov
(aﬂ‘ . l,','
".-r"! |
Follow 1 Follow 1~

Mention Sergey_Aksenov

jalexi{ Add tolist

s Block Sergey_Aksenov

Report Sergey_Ak... for spam 1
- — b e

Since we're loading these people in from our contacts, it's unlikely that we'd want to use
either of the bottom two options. But so that you know, you can report a profile for
spam using this button by clicking on that link, or you can block that profile, so they
won't be able to follow you or see your tweets, and you won't be able to see their tweets
either.



The first option is to "Mention" that person - this is the "@" symbol that we talked about
in the first post. When you want to send a public message to someone (basically a
tweet addressed to them), you can click this to automatically put @their_name in a
tweet box. Then you can type your tweet and send it to them (it's publicly visible
though). You can also just type @their_name if you prefer, which is generally easier to
do.

You can also add this person to a list. Lists are something new that Twitter recently
rolled out, which allow you to categorize people - note that these categories can be
public or private, but when you assign one to someone, they are notified about it. So it's
important to be careful what you title them. The reason for lists is so that you can
segregate people by subject area or profession, or however you would like so that you
can filter out only their tweets to read. We'll get into lists in more detail in a future post,
but you may want to hold off on following too many people until we've covered that
since it's easier to put them in lists as you follow them, instead of having to go back and
do it later.

Here's another great tip - in the past, you would have to go to the person's profile page
to learn more about them. But now, when you click on someone's profile in this list, it
pops up in the right hand column:

Sergey_Aksenov AmberDAlbert -‘
Sergey Aksenowv Amber D Albert f--q— N serg ey Aksenov
(-‘ ’5‘3 @Sergey_Aksenov
‘ view full profile —
'.‘Q- y “ Moscow, Russia
{'" %
) Managing Partner at Lidings Law Firm
hitp:/www.lidings.com
ot ST
] Tweets Following Followers Listed
. : 1~ Follow 1~
" . @ 1~
mike7pilot BarrettDavid
Mike Barlow David Barrett

Recent Tweets

"’.;_:\ Sergey_Aksenov
ardn Well donel

From here, | can see his bio, location, web address, and how many tweets and
followers the person has. This will let me know if the profile is worth following.
Ordinarily, | won't follow a profile with almost no followers and very few tweets, but |
know Sergey, so I'll follow him here.

I'll go through the list and click the "follow" button for those | want to follow. Clicking the
"follow" button is all you have to do to subscribe to someone's tweets - how easy is
that?



Now you're following people!

When you follow someone, they are notified via email that you are following them.
Those emails look something like this:

Cyndy McCollough @LawMkigGeek is now following you i
(@LindsayGriffith). —“
LawMktgGeek Cyndy McCollough 523 131 130
Tweeter of (alleged) marketing Tweets Following Followers

brilliance. All opinions posted here
are my own.
Washington, DC

You follow 104 users who follow @LEWMMQGEEK, inC|UCﬂng:
M esociaivediadiaw  [BR @Greatiakes @mjparfitt

. . : Want to receive mobile notifications?
e £ protile Download Twitter for your phone »

In this email, it will tell you that someone is following you. You can click on their Twitter
name to go to their profile, or the button at the bottom that says "View @their_name's
profile." If it's someone who has followed you, and you don't already follow them and
you want to, you'll need to click through to their profile so that you can click the "follow"
button on their page.

This email gives you the basics, which is very helpful - you can see the person's photo
and bio information, how many tweets they've tweeted and how many people they're
following and are following them.

You can also see how many people you're following who are also following this person -
it's Twitter's way of "vetting" them for you. If someone you like and trust is following this
person, and you share interests, maybe you want to be following them too!

As | mentioned, when you follow someone, they'll get an email like this about you, and
that may prompt them to follow you back. Before you know it, you'll be growing your list
of followers.

| also want to include in here how you can add contacts from your address book to
search for if you're an existing Twitter user and don't know where to look (I found out
myself just this morning). At the top of your page is the main menu bar, including "Who
to Follow:"



twitter’ Search Q Home  Profile Messages Who To Follow

Click on this, and you'll be taken to a list of suggestions for you based on your account -
more on this in a minute. Above this list there are three tabs:

Who to follow

View Suggestions Browse Interests  Find Friends

You can view Twitter's suggestions, browse interests you have, or find friends. Click
Find Friends, which brings you to this page:

View Suggestions  Browse Interests  Find Friends

Search the services you use to discover which of your friends are already
using Twitter. Follow any of the friends you find to add their Tweets to your

timeline.
™M Gmall Search contacts
! Yahoo Search contacts
&4 Hotmall & & Messenger Search contacts
AOL Search contacts
ﬁ LinkedIn Search contacts

It is here that you can search for contacts using the above services. Unfortunately,
unlike LinkedIn, Twitter doesn't yet have a way for you to upload contacts from Outlook
to see if any of them are on Twitter. So you can either search for those people
individually (a pain, and who has time for that?) or you can upload those contacts into
one of the above services, and then search for them that way. If you're not sure how to
do that, ask an IT savvy person to assist you!



While we're here, let's look at Twitter's recommendations for people for us to follow.
Right now, I'm working from my existing profile, so this list will be fairly extensive - it's
based on the people that | follow and who they follow, so you may want to wait until you
have a larger list to check this part out.

As an aside - although it is an ego boost, getting a lot of Twitter followers and following
a lot of people is NOT the goal here. It's far more important to follow and engage with
the RIGHT people. Particularly since Twitter can easily become overwhelming if not
carefully managed. So make sure when you're following people that it's someone that
you want to engage with - and if you're looking at this to make the right connections,
that should be clients and potential clients, influencers in your industry, and journalists.
For some great tips of Twitter for professionals, you'll definitely want to check out Kevin
O'Keefe's webinar of the same name - the recording is available here.

Back to Twitter's suggestions for me - when | click on that tab, | get a list that looks like
this:

View Suggestions Browse Interests  Find Friends

Twitter accounts suggested for you based on who you follow and more.

. *» Mondaq &y Follow 1~
(_ Hi I'm Charles Aspinwall and here is my take on

el . . .
menER9  legal and financial issues happening around the
world.
PhilipMiles, ©JERaasch Herrmannady

2\ DebScaringi @ Follow || L~
= ' Marketing & Business Development Consultant,

Former LMA Chapter President, New Englander,
Musician, Wife of Stephen, Mom of three...

jeffrey_brandt &y Follow 1~

Husband, father of 5, home schooler, pinewood

derby enthusiast, modern day digital alchemist

working w/lmwyers, struggling to turn data & info into knowledge
leahcdaniels, &legalerswelcome PaulLippe

g

iohnnyokeeffe [ &) Follow || AL~
Philips AVENT
svonduhn,

Lawyerscom &y Follow 1~
Lawyers.com helps you learn about the law,
understand your legal options, and find the right
lawyer for your issue.
antitrust_cases, ©@PLCLaborEmpUS Atty Ay Turner,
Promoted

oW


http://kevin.lexblog.com/2011/07/articles/lexblog/twitter-for-professionals-webinar-recording-now-available/�

As you can see it's similar to the last list, in that we get a follow button, as well as a
silhouette and down arrow button. There's also a "Hide" link if you don't want to see this
suggestion again.

You may also notice that some profiles have a teal check-mark circle, like the
Lawyers.com one above. This means that Twitter has verified that profile, and the
person or company behind it is who they say they are. This is more common among
celebrities and companies than individuals, but it can be useful. You may also notice a
little lock, like next to John O'Keeffe's profile. This means that the person has protected
their tweets, and only people that they give permission to can see them. I'll get more
into that when we talk about settings, but for now, note that if you want to follow
someone with protected tweets, you're "follow" only sends them a request, and doesn't
allow you to subscribe until they give you permission.

So I've followed a few of Twitter's suggestions, and now | want to search by interest
area. | click on the next tab, "Browse Interests" and get this screen:

View Suggestions Browse Interests  Find Friends

Select the topics you are interested in. Find a few people you want to hear
from, then follow them.

Art & Design - Books - Business - Charity - Entertainment - Fall TV (Staff Picks)
Family - Fashion - Food & Drink - Funny - Government - Health - MLB

#WorldSeries - Music - NCAAF (staff picks) - NFL (Staff Picks) - NHL 2011 (Staff
Picks) - News - Science - Sports - Staff Picks - Technology - Travel - Twitter

Art & Design &4 suggestions View all —
Architectural Record Behance

RECORD

Books 58 suggestions View all —

ﬁ Meg Cabot ﬂ Bret Easton Ellis

Business 39 suggestions View all —

I Y Forbes E Dharmesh Shah
=

This allows me to browse profiles by interest and follow those that intrigue me. Maybe
I'm interested in having some funny people in my tweet stream - I'll click funny for that
list:



View Funny (57)

Art & Design - Books - Business - Charity - Entertainment - Fall TV (Staff Picks)
Family - Fashion - Food & Drink - Funny - Govemnment - Health - MLB

#WorldSeries - Music - NCAAF (staff picks) - NFL (Staff Picks) - NHL 2011 (Staff

Picks) - Mews - Science - Sports - Staff Picks - Technology - Travel - Twitter

PR
W]

FACTS

ActuallyNPH Neil Patrick Harris € Follow = L~
I aet some. Dig variety acts, Pixar, puppets, theme
parks and great meals.

JerrySeinfeld Jerry Seinfeld ) Follow L~

OMGFacts OMGFacts € Follow 1~
The #1 faet source on Twitter, posting since Sept 27,
2009,

BorowitzReport Andy Borowlitz € Follow = L~
There is a fine line between social networking and
wasting your fucking life.

paulscheer FPaul Scheer € Follow = L~
Paul Scheer uses furniture but doesn't trust it.

funnyordie Funny Or Die © Follow || L~

W ks fimm iddone vodth famnne nanmls WATT

| get a list of 57 suggestions from Twitter that | can follow if | like. | choose those | want
to follow, and click the "Follow" button next to each.

Then, we click on "Home" to go back to our main Twitter page...and people's tweets are
coming in!



What's happening? ‘Your Twests 14,382
20 hours ago : @NancyMyrland thanks for sharing Nanc...

Following 2,339 Followers 3,401
(17 — 5,
Timeline @Mentions  Retweets Searches Lists ﬁﬁ..&

lisasolomon Lisa Solomon
RT @DavidSchnurman:The Story of Lawline.com won the HR &
Leadership Award| NY Report bit.ly/tlymdm [congrats!]

Who to follow - refresh - view all

cspan CSPAN - Follow
Promoted : Followed by @_SOCIALJD_ and

o C-SPAN

# MizFitOnline carla birmberg TirEE
|. Adore. Her. Too. RT @MomltForward #FollowToday =Kia Ruiz duhner Mark Von Duhn - Follow
([@bodhi_bear = Photo nerd, yoga instructor, green consumer Followed by @svonduhn

healthy living blogger

223

maddow Rachel Maddow MSNEGC & - Follow
Followed by @MaxKennerly and others.

| nikewomen Nk n 13 13 Retweets [
é "/'J #Halloween-inspired samba tonight for @MaksimC & @HopeSolo!

See how she gets killer abs for dance floor w#NTC: Trends: United States - change

gonike.me/6014Rj40 #OnMyVacationIWill Promoted
18 hours ago #ThingsLongerThanKimsMarriage
Pr by Nik No Shave November

#2chainzquotes

London_Law_Firm siiv herliker #November

| Offtosee Thrge Days in May at Trafalgllar Studios Whitehall. Hello Novernbar
Inspector Dalzlel takes on the Third Reich. Shid be good fight. L
o Anticipation 2

The Marathon Continues

GuyKawasaki Guy i THE MOTTO

Break the speed of light in your own backyard [video] is.gd/dPPpci TRU REALIGION

- 435 ago

We'll talk more about the breakdown of the home page in the next post, but in the
meantime, get out there and start connecting!
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Fax: (201) 740-9765



	Zen & The Art of Legal Networking
	Twitter Tutorials - Follow and Be Followed


